o 1HFORTANT £UBJECTSS 


| Pelivered | in $ainrT Grokck's and Saint Pat's 
CHAPELS, i in the CI rx of NEW. ToRK. 8 


3 


1 * 1 n "OY Ry 


By the Reverend, AI. L OGDEN, f 


— 


ELIZABETH TOMUN. 


PatxTFD BY SHEPARD KOLLOCK 
M, DCC, LXXXVIII. | 


* 


Ny ” 
of * 
„ * ; $55 
* * 3 
8 — 
* * #5 « 
+ — 
1 
"WR 
* * 
. 25" » 2 
25 4. — * 9 
* 
* 
* 
* 
2 J * 
* 
Fad 
> * ' 
- 
CY P # 7 bs 


9 — ” 
2 bas * 3. 
g 7 
f 70 ; 8 
of 6 „ = 
7 " — 


* 


7 


. ” 
** 
* 
pe 4 
/ 5 * 
1 5 
1 
by * 
: # 
. - * Cy | * 
# 4 . * 
T; g — 
5 833 171 
. 
4 . 
'S 
5 „ * 9 ® 
1 * 


. , 7 
0 3 
"% 
* 
1 % 
4 
8 > 
oy 
* 
7 
* 
* 
* 
* 
. 
1 » 
- 


AMC ah” RT te AS 
5 0 WY 4 . n r 2 I _ _— 8 | 
= —— — " * — 2 * ALAS Es — FE 3 2 2 3 5 - 1 N > 2 - . OT 2 e 
0c /c - Fong "Rena 1 r 9 rr L D 2 
1 Bb? 4 3 ”. a Gre - S 5 ; > A _—_ 2 - 3 * a * — 0 . 1 6 >. WP 45%. * 5 * {ES 2 < 
. — a - CERES Sha he +. R 9 = c F = 
MYLES Le ẽ Gaga ES TIN ont FS ESTES, Ae. 
© PIES Os YE nn EIS. > — 8 Sin ue oo Ir nor RE > ae. ons, Ss SE 
— 9 " r 25992 . *⁴ r —— any — 838 ok IS 
- as 2 
= 
x 
89 
„ 4 1 — * : 
8 5 - Ad 2 4 af £5" Aaoq _ ba farp4 A * A (2 bir! - bat » a 
1 Wo * 4 — — 1 „ "ws. * * 4 9 £7 2 
- 5 7277! T i 
* 5 4 * mat”, 0 * * * 1 * . 5 - ” % — ann 4 ay 
LIVES -4y ® 4 4 * — . | L # * * D 
8 * £7 *. ar, z } þ) © du Ma 4 7 / - 1 — * 
> * \ - N PR” x 
f 4 : 2 1 . of "Goo ok 122 3 wr 7 A + . a 5 
> m - - po - ” * 7 OY ** x 
- 5 5 . 1 2 4 2 oy d 6 N 
— wy 1 —_ - : . A : FR . was kf > S , * "7; <7 ts 
* - "af * : - 4 . a — - k 
# x 3 : ; k y % N 5 ng —_— 7 * = <3 4 + — * 4wd 3 7.5 


* 
* 
* 
* 
” 
1 
— 
« - 
C 
| OP 
* 
Rog 
o_ 
* 
Oo 
7 8 
*% 
* 
» % 
* 
7 
o 
i 
if 


* 
tat > 
* 

. 
. 
44+ 
14 
* 
; 

8 , 
i 
* 

J 
4 
b 
} 
? 
- 


* 
* 
7 
* 
- 
wat 


. 
* 
# * 
3 
1 
CTION 
i 
. 


1 
1B 


* 
— 
8 
ED, 
* 
v 


= 
5 


1 
*%s 
5 


4 
. 
” 
i» 
"7x 28 - 
D 
" of 
-+% 
- - 
* 
N 5 
- * 
* 
4 
py 
* If 4 
4 — 
* 5 
4 
# 
* 
C 
9 


1 
. 
1 


7 
- 
. 
"4 
FR. 
* 
+4. 


£-7.1 
T 


xl 
7 
1 
ts 
A. & 
z 

«7 Þ} 
2 


* I — 
8 2 © 4 — — 
W — 14 9 14 + x er 2 


— 


7 
7 
£ 


* 


0 
10 

wa 
|; 

e 
\ 


2 * 
— 

i 
* 


- 
LO 


ph 


E. 
"> | 
2 
i &. fo 
7444 
4 
1 
4 


3+ # 


1 

225 15 
— 
942 

＋ g 
_— 
* : 

— i hi 
[4 


— 
E46 
* 
11 
1 
New 
4 4 
«> 17 
"q 
KS 
* 
LIV 


* 
' 
* 
ft V. 
. 
* 
* 


8 
T REVEREND -- 

- 

\_4 

* 

O 

— 

Y * 

N 4 


_— 


GH 
7 WH 
9 4 4 


2 
ty 
- 
* 
. 


pa 
7 
E 
«+ 


L PRO 


* 


ROT 


ATE of 


+ 4.43 


SUI: 


a” 


%s 


STE 


o 


F 
13 
ESTA N. T. 
7 
* 
: 
2 
7 
T% | 
E 
e 
* 
YE" 
g 2 * 
5 * 
E 
Fol 
4 


_ 

1 
ol E 

7 


« 
* 


FU 


OT 


= 
” 
- 


1 


4 
A 
N 


BY ru AUTHOR. 


[= IE - Au. . | 2 2 
* : 92 * © * Key Wen 2 — ol 4 fl 
„ < > © OW = 8 NR 22 
” — _ 2 1 — = : 1 
. 4 an * 5 5 * : 3 4 | * di__ - u CO TY — P 4 5 
4 4 1 i 8 * HE > 4 4 3 5 "oth. } wa — \ 4 
Saf Cn 7 0 — 67 2 * * 1 : - — 1 83 34 4 4 8 DE p - 
1 4 23 4 1 2 4 * « 4 4 * þ " SP? | THE” | a4 
_ y - * 4 way : 4 3 ' > . © ana} 3 I'M ; — 7 & 4 _ E J * 
. 7 . % -” 7 . 4 < a * 
. 2721 ⁵— 29 1 Ea, 
- 1 * ; NM 7 ö 5 2 > 3 * % 4 
E = a 4 } * ey * * yp — Te : . " — - — 4 > * 1 3 o 
* # 11 =” . aa wo * Ro * —— ” 4 _ b. - — 1 4 
; i : ; 4 1 ” * w 4 E * 8 — S 7 ta] X ** * 5 1! LF. * 
„ 93 . - 5 * . . Aw w 7 * 2 þ 
— 5 þ | O 4 8 5 * * yu 5 „ $ , I 5 
1 8 JJ DSS. 22:5 
* s at | I «4 . * Z 8 7 3 5 
8 „„ nent thay. — S8 „ * 
4 . Lhe - * < - — z» 9948 . 
* : ; 5 


— 
— 
* 
. 
« 
x 
* 


. 


7 4 
„ Ta . 
* . 4 i 
* 
* 
* 
Oo 
4 Ly 
— 
aw „ 
x 
Fa 
* 
1 
— 
4 
"i 4 SI 
LA Hf 
CSP 
£4 
a 
* - 


— 
8 
” 
21 
2 
# 
15 
89 
1 
4+ 
1 
* 
NM 
* 
' 
-e — 
* 
417 
> > 
* 
— „ 
* 
43 
* 
15 
5 
7 
* 
* 


7 
\ 
2 

1 
* 
2 
1 
2 . 
* 

0 
* 

8 
19 


3 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


* E SERMON on the holy rite of Cox- 
EIRM AT ION, Was delivered in New- 
Vork, in Saint George's chapet, on Sunday 
May the 4th inſt. and (with a little variation} 
in the afternoon of that day, in Saint Paul's 
chapel. 2 
This ſacred rite was kUiniiniftered in' the 
firſt mentioned of theſe chapels, on Sunday, 


April the 27th laſt, and in the other chapel, 


the day the ſermon was preached. The au- 
thor hopes that its Publication may be of 
utility, ally, as not any thing, to his 
knowledge, hath been publiſhed, in this 
country, on the ſubjetts of which it treats) 
and congeives, there will: be- a propriety in 
prefixing it to the ſermon on the holy facra- 
ment of the LozxD's SUPPER. 

Thoſe perſons who ſubſcribed for the pub- 
lication of the if@ur.diſcpyries, which.accom+ 
pany the ſermon, above mentioned, and were 
not informed that it would be printed, have 
it at their option to receive it gratis, or to 


pay eiglil pence, 10, defray the ex pences of 


the prels. 


May 15, 1788. 
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\ ERIOUS is 0 truth, that thoſe UE, the LR: 
AD fpiritual privileges, are note urge mon diflipguiſh- 
ed for the e virtue!“ 1; l es tis 

Ho highly favoured, for-;inflance, were the people; af 
Iſrael ?-—%+ Unto them,” it is ſaid,“ pertained the 
tion; and the glory; and the govenants; and the giying of 

-the Jaw! $2arndake: ſervice of God; and the promiſes,” (ay 
mY But derb ey, in general, obedient, to the will of Heg- 
'veti > "How omg; On 120 nee. complain of, iheir 
impieties 34585 

T have foread out my hands,” ſaid. he, « all the by, 
unto a rebellious people} who walk in a way that is net 
good,; after their own thoughts; ho provoke me 10 anger 
continually to my face.“ (%. 

„This people of Jeruſalem i is ae back with a perpe- 
tual backſliding-; they hold faſt deceit ; they refuſe to re- 
turn. I hearkened-and heared, but they ſpake not aright. 
-No man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have 


1 done? Every one turned to bis ourle, as bb horſe * 


eth into the batile.“ (c 
Olten 1 
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Often did Cod infli judgments on his people to reclaim 
them from vice; and often, to accompliſh this end, did he 
addreſs them in 20 of threawing and 1 by the 
voice of his prophets. 

In the chapter before us, this people ak ls addreſſed 


by the prophet Micah. 
« Hear ye now what the Lord faith : Ariſe, contend thou 


before the mountains, and-let-the-hills hear thy yoice ! 192 


Or, as the ſenſe is; plead openly, vebemently.; let there 


be witneſſes to hear the caſe, which is ſo favourable on God's 
art, and ſo full againſt his people, that the very mountains 
and hills, on which they have. publiekly ſinned againſt him, 
and on which he greatly bleſſed them, had they eyes to ſee, 
ears to hear, and a voice of,utterance; would teſtify that 
God planted them with vines and olives; cloathed them 
with gal and flocks: ; ſtored: them with ſprings of water, 
and beautified them with cedars and all pleaſant trees : the 
| Foreſt ;—but on theſe places have theſe people made their 
'groves ;/ ſet up their idols; ſacrificed to devils, and: com- 
[vine oh impieties not to be named! Speak, therefore, O 
icah, as though thou wouldeſt make the mountains and 
ills hear: that _ _— witneſs, or. Gad againſt this 2 
ple D992; 3.42 
! If Hear ye, O mbtmeaing a ha . — ye 
ſtrong foundations of the earth; for the: Lord bathya. con- 
*troverfy with his people, and he will pleathwithdiragle” — 
Hs longer forbear to puniſh them for their iniquities. O 
my people, what have I done unto thee? And wherein have 
15 wearied thee ? Teftify againſt me! If I liave ever been 


doing thee good; if! Lo impoſed on thee nothing griev- 


ous nor -unjuſt, why art thou weary. of me? Or, if thou 
haſt found any injuſtice in my) heſitate not to declare i it; 
witneſs againſt mel be 2 

The Almighty then vicdutþl the Com he had moaned 
on the people of Iſrael, and, particularly, the deliverance 
He gave them from Egyptian bondage. and from their ene- 
mies, while paſſing through-the wilderneſs to the land of 
Canaan ; and alſo, the inſtruction communicated to them 
by Moſes. 


This addreſs of the prophet, ſeems to haye awakened in 


9 | the 
s by i 2 0 a. 8 4 4 
. 


1 Wherewith mal I come a the To anc bow 75 
ſelf before the high God ? Shall I come before him with 
2 offerings, with calyes of, a year old ?—Will the Lord 
be pleaſed with thouſands of rams ? Or with ten thouſands 
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firſt-born for my tranſ« 
greſſion; the fruit of my body for the ſin of my ſoul ?” ? 
To theſe enquiries, the prophet. anſwers in the words of 
our text.—* He HATH, thewed thee, O Man! what. is 
co0D: | And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
juſtly ; and to love : ; and to walk humbly with thy 
God?” 9 
The Ainüghty. it is here bai HAD, SHEWED the people 
of Iſrael * what was G00D;;” or what was their DUTY.— 
It is probable the prophet alluded .to the following paſſage 
in the tenth chapter of the book of Deuteronomy, wherein 


the duty of men 1s expreſſed. 
„And now. Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy: God require 


of thee,. but to fear the Lord thy God; to walk in all 74 


ways; and to love him; and to ſerve the Lord thy Go 
with all thy heart and with all thy ſoul : To keep, the eom- 


mandments of the Lord, and his ſtatutes, which I command 


thee this day, for thy good? e- 
There are many other paſlages, indeed, in the facred writ- 


ings, in which the whole of our duty is declared. And the 
children of Iſrael were informed, in the text, that all their 
ſacrifices to God would be unacceptable to him, if they wele 
regardleſs of VIRTUE. 

„ What doth the Lord require of thee but to do juſtly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God * 
Or, what ſervice canſt thou render him, that will be accept- 
able, whilſt thou doſt not obey his will ? 

„ Hath the Lord as great delight. in burnt- offerings and 
lacrifices, a as in obeying the voice of the Lord? ws to 
pea 


» 


(e) Deut. x. 12, 13. 


. 


. 


Ty rams 1s et oy. 10 21's ret "IC 17s 

As ſacrifice, or wa Lol i. is not — to | God, 
: bnleſs we are poſleſſed ofTi tebulneſd; and as the WHOLE 
df our duty conſiſts, it is, ſaid, in „ doing juſtice; loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with God.! ;”. e beg leave to 
Pay, a 15 65 e theſe particulars" | 3 795 

1 cannot be faid we” * ho J.USTY, v. if, in bay fort 0 
117 ure our fellow creatures. And, in how _— reipetts, 
Hay, they be injured rh” 1 

They may be robbed of weit viaror, We is, of all 
ching s, the moſt eſtimable. 


ey may be deprived of weir REPU Art o be pierced | 


by che tongue of detraction, and receive thereby: a wound 
ded injurious than death 7 STE? 

By artifice, fraud or power, they may be liveſied of thels 
bu bER Ty; and, by the hand of violence, they may bs 
aimed in their PERSON, or deprived of Lites. ' 

It cannot be ſaid, that we © b JUSTLY,” if we are re- 


gardleſs of the duty we owe to our COUN PAY, by _— ho- 


Boring LT'S LAWS: 

Public juſtice is explicitly enjoihed qu ul. We are re- 
duirel to render unto all their dues; tribute to whom 
tribute is due; cuſtom to whom cuſtom ; ] fear to whom fear; 3 
honor to whom Honor.“ 7g}. 

Nor can it be ſaid that we * po pin 5 while we 
perform not all the relative duties we owe to each other, 
Whit injuſtice may legiſlators, magiſtrates, miniſters of 
religion, parerits, and divers other characters, be chargeable 
with, when they are naltentiVs to the n 3 vc of the truſt 
tepoſed i . 

We do not, indeed, properly revere this precept of juſ- 
tice, except we e do utito all men, as we would they ſhould 
do unto us;” % or unleſs all our actions, towards each 
other, are 25 by the principles of uprightneſs and 
integrity. 

x here is not, we conceive, any virtue that ſo contributes 

0 


(Hr Sam. xv. 22. (g) Rom. ili. 7. 2 Luke vi. 31, 


n 


-C 69] 


to the happineſs of ſociety, as JUSTICE: And ais no ſmall 
teſtimony, in favor of our religion, that JUSTICE, as well 
as MERCY, 1s fo forcibly and repeatedly enjoined on us. 
„That,“ fays God, © * which 1 is altogether juſt, ſhalt thou 
follow.” (7) - 
Ve ſhall not Real; nor FL falſly; nor lie one to 
another.“ ( 
FThou ſhalt not defraud thy neighbor; nor rob him.” T9 
e {hall do no unrighteouſneſs in judgment; in weight; 
nor in meaſure. Juſt balances, and juſt weights ſhall ye 
have.” (n 
Remove not the ancient land-mark which thy fathers 
have fet up.—Enter not into the fields of the fatherleſs; for 
their Redeemer is mighty, he ſhall plevd their cauſe with 
thee.” n 
Wo unto him that buildeth his houſe by unrighteouſ- 
neſs ; that uſeth his neighbor's ſervice without wages.” /o} 
Let no man defraud his brother, in any matter; be- 
cauſe the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch.” 5 


To JusTICE, it is required, that we add MERCY. / 

He who is truly merciful, is free from malice, hatred and 
revenge. If injured, he avengeth not himſelf ; but rather 
giveth place to wrath ; knowing that vengeance belongeth 
to God.” (q) 

Such a ARE not only forgives his enemy ; forbears 
to recompenſe to him evil for evil; /r} but, © if he 
hungers, he feeds him ; if-he thirſts, he gives him drink,” G 
and therefore, © 1s not overcome of evil, but overcomes 
evil with good.” (2) 

As he hath opportunity be doth 7 to ALI men; 
(u) to ALL he is compaſſionate, pitiful and courteons ; 


(he uſes no ſeverity towards any, though legal pic 


| might warrant the action. 
©: | Hig 


| fi) Deut. xvi. 20. 7, } Lev. Xi Ns 2. (t) "bid. Ver. 19. 

6 6! ibid. ver. 35, 36. (, Prov. xxli. 28. xxiti. 2. »(0) Jer. 
xxii. 13. (% Thel. iv. 6. (% Rom. ii. 19. /r ibid. ver. 17. 
ibid. ver. 20. (4) Vit vet. 21. (, Gal. vi. 10. 
(I Pet. i. 8. | 


f ( 10 ) : 5 


His deeds of benevolence are not verfornied to gaih bits 


man applauſe; as far as poſſible, they are done in ſecret, 
and he is ſtimulated to chem by love io God and love to 
man. | 

This is the 8 that, (in the W exalted ſenſe of 
the expreſſion.) may be ſaid to · LOVE MERCY ;' he is, 
in this inſtance, an ornament to human nature and religion, 
and a blefling to mankind ; and he enjoys a pleaſure, in 
conſequence of his benevolence, truly ſublime, and as0- 
gether unexperienced by the man of avarice, hatred or 
revenge. . 

We cannot but highly approve ourſelves to the deity 
when we © ſhow mercy.” And thoſe who are devoid of 
mercy, cannot but be the objects of God's diſpleaſure. *' 

It was ſaid by our Lord: * If ye forgive men their treſ- 
paſſes, your heavenly father will alſo forgive you; but if 
ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, EY will your heaven- 
ly father forgive your treſpaſſes.“ 


„% And he,” ſaith Saint Jai, „ ſhall have judgment 


without mercy, that bath ſhewed no erey- TT ) 


The other particular denidhded of us, is, to WALK 


27 


HUMBLY WITH GOD; or to“ bumble ourſelves, to 
walk with him.” 

HUumM1LI1TY certainly becomes ſenful men. The plalmiſt, 
contemplating the excellence of God, and the depravity of 
our nature, exclaims: © Lord what is man that thou art 
mindful of him, and the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt 
him!“ /y) 

8 1 honor,” ſays Solomon, * is humility.” C2) 
Our Saviour was a moſt perfect example of humility, 
and he exhorts us to learn of him to be meek and lowly 


in heart.“ Ca) 


PRIDE, the fin of Lucifer, 60 i is moſt hateful to God; 


reproachful to men, and will terminate in their abaſement 


and deſtruction. 
66 A 


Aw} Matt. vi. 15, (x) Jam. ii. 13. (5) Pfal. viii. 4. 
(z) Prov. xv. 33. (2) Matt, xi. 29. {5) 1 Tim. iii. 6. 


„ 


a * bye, pops 


e 
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A proud look,“ we are adured, « is an abomination 
to God.” (c) | 

The lofty looks of man,” ſaith a. prophet, * ſhall be 
humbled, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall, be brought down 
for the day of the Lord of hoſts ſhall be u upon every one that, 
is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low. (4) 

But however. becoming humility is to mankind ; od 
how pleaſing ſoever our humble demeayor may be to God. 
we cannot conclude that he requires of us nothing. more 
than the virtue of humility, Whew he enjoins us to © walk 
bumbly with him.” 

JUSTICE, MERCY, and HUMILITY, are, indeed, car- 


dinal virtues ; but ſhould they, (in the common acceptation | 


of the words) be poſſeſſed by us, we might, notwithſtanding, 
be dęfective in our duty; be the ſlaves of vice; polluted by 
fin ; devoid of the Almighty's affeftion, _ | | 

A perſon may be mercitul, Juſt and go while he 
quntinnes ina ftategf INELDELLTY ; tejedls the diſpenſation 
of the goſpel ; is.deſtitute of ſobriety z temperance, and chat 
ity, and indulges himſelf in many vices. . 

The phraze, therefore, © to walk humbly with God,” is 
vary comprehenſive, and is deſigned to include here, the 
whole of our duly ;, except our © doing Jae and loying 


mercy. 


ak 


'* Agreeable to the tenor of the facred,, writin 72 can it de 


ſaid that we © walk humbly with God;“ ' perform all our. 
duty, or are entitled to ſalvation, unleſs. we give our aſſent 
to the truths of diyine, revelation ;—are = 
fins rely on the merits of Chriſt for the abſolution of our 
offences; —revere all the divine precepis, to the utmoſt of. 
our ability, and are poſſeſſed of all the graces and virtues 
of chriſtianity; bolineſs, RENOVATION, Of HEART, and a 
meetneſs to participate of celeſtial enjoyments, ? 
e that belieyeth not,” ſays our Lord,“ ſbal! be dam- 
ned.” (e) It is „the blood of Chriſt,” we are informed, 
appropriated to us by faith, © that cleanſeth us from ſin.” 27 
Without & repentance,” we are aſſured we * ſhall pe- 
riſh.“ (g) 5 „ 


460 Prov, vi. 6, 17. (d) Hai. ii. x1, 12. 0. Madk x xvi. i. 163 


17 1 John 1, 7· e] Luke 22. 3. 


itent for our 


„ 


„ 


The workers of iniquity,“ it is declared, ſhall finally 
be rejected by Chriſt. () Without holineſs,” it is ſaid, 
* no man ſhall ſee the Lord,“ (ij and except we are BORN,” 
ſays our Saviour, © of WATER and of the $P1z1T, we can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God.“ (4) | 

'Thaſe who are the heirs of ſalvation, or who properly 

& receive“ Chriſt; are ſaid to be“ BORN, not of blood; 
nor of the will of the fleſh ; nor of the will of man, but of 
| Go D. 35 (1) | * 

” SUR, ** cleanſe themſelves from all füthineſs of fleſh wind 


Ipirit, and are perfecting holineſs in the feer of God ;” ( 


and as they are obedient to the dictates of the divine ſpirit ; 
are influenced and governed by it —of THEM, it may be 
trucy aid, that THEY walk bumbly WITH God,” 
As many,” ſays St. Paul, * as are led by the ſpirit of 
God, are the ſons of God;” (n) and if “ve live,” ſays 
this apoſtle, © after the fleth, we ſhall die; but if through 
the ſpirit, we , the deeds of the body, we _ 
live.” (o) 
Thus exten/ve, arid [par inal are che demands of our telt 

gion; nothing leſs than a due regard to theſe things, can be 


(D) or, by © doing juſtly ; loving mercy, and apes, > bum- 
bly with him.” | 

And fuch virtue, we preſume, was poſſeſſed by Exocu,” 
when © he walked with God ;" 7) by «© +*.NOAH, who was a 


juſt wan, and perfect in his generations, when he walked 


with God, according to all his commandments ;” (7) and 
by ABRAHAM, when the Lord appeared to him and a 
* walk betore | me. and be chou perfett.” 00 


From what hötch. been ſaid; on this intereſting ſubjett. 
we perceive how due it muſt be, to rely on the external 


worſhip of God, or on lome moral virtyes only, for ſals a- | 


tion! OT: © 
1 be e | Theſe 


y >a 
a 


we — 


(A) Matt. vii. 23. (% Heb. xii. 14. 75 John iii. 5. 
{/) ibid. j. 13. () 2 Cor. vii. 1. (#) Rom. vill. 14. 
(0)4ibid. ver. "ug (e) Eccl. xii, 13. . Gen. *. 32. 
(7) ibid. vi. . (s) Gen, Xxxii. 1. IJ 


meant ya Haring God and keeping his commandments;“ 


ws eee tie 


6 


/ 


. Theſe things are demanded of us; but they are far from 


comprehending ALL that duty we owe to God, our neigh- 
bor, and ourſelèes! „ | + cr 
It is the deſign of the goſpel to reſlore our FALLEN NA- 
TURE ; to teach us wiſdom ; to inſpire us with principles, 
of virtue; to. reform the WHOLE LIFE ;—to give us puri- 
ty of heart: to reconcile us to God, and prepare us for 
the enjoyments-of his preſence. _ 45 5 
And, if thus, we. alſo perceive how vain it muſt be to 


hope for ſalvation,” though poſſeſſed of the higheſt degrees of 


FAITH in, Chriſt, while we are deſtitute of MORAL GO0D- 
NESS ;—uſtice ; mercy, and humility ; fincerity, integrity, 
chaſtity, and thoſe other virtues, which are required of us! 

How grateful ſhould, we be to Gop, that HE HATH. 
© HE WE D Us what 25 GOOD; that he hath made a diſ- 
covery of his will to us; that we are not left to fruitleſs ef- 


forts to diſcover.qur duty, by the dim light of nature, but 
that we are bleſt with the perfect effulgence of divine reve- 


lation! ; 

While this conſideration ſhould excite in us gratitude to 
the Almighty, it tedches us to reject the pretended revelations 
from above, communicated by enthuſiaſts, * or impoſtors ! 

A moment's reflection muſt convince us of the IMPORT. 
ANCE of duly ſubmitting to that diſpenſation of 8 

| winch 


H= — 


* As the canon of ſacred ſcripture hath long ſince been 
perfeded, it is truly aſtoniſhing, that, in this enhghtened 
age, the very extraordinary revertes of BARON SWEDEN 
BORG, ſhould be received as divine revelations by lo many 
reſpectable characters in Europe 

How oppoſite is the conduct of ſome men to each other! 


How ſtriking the contraſt between the Deiſt and Enthuſiaſt! 


The one, moſt credulous; the other, totally devoid of 


faith! Enthuſiaſts, however, in general, are regarded as 
honeſt, well-meaning perſons ; (the moral character of this 
gentleman is amiable) happy would it be for Deiſts, if as 
much could be ſaid 1n their favor ! | 


( 44 ) 
God hath favored us vith; or of Properly Ranoring the bal 
qui ſition of the text ! 

As it is declared, that bleſſed are thoſe who Tk hs 
word of God and keep it;“ (e) and that the © Lord Jeſus 
will be revealed from Heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, to take vengeance on thoſe who knqw not God, 
and obey not the goſpel of Chriſt ;” (2) ſhall we not, there. 
fore, from the = th moment, if we have any concern for 
the honor of God; the intereſts of virtue; our own honor, 
and preſent and future felicity, be moſt ſedulous to regard 
our duty ;—to “ do juſtly; to love mercy, _ to walk 
bqinbly with our God?“ 

That ſuch may be our wiſdom ; ſuch our virtue and hap- 
vineſs will God Almighty of his infinite mercy, be pleaſed 
to grant; for the ſake of the merits of Chriſt ; to whom 
with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all ad and 
e adoration and praiſe, now ah for every” 


.) Luke xi, 28. fu 4" Theſ. 11. 7 $ 
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SERMON II. 


ROMAN s vii. 9. 


tor I was alive without the law once; but when the com- 


mandment came, ſin reuived, and I died. 


ITHOUT attending to that important relation which 
theſe words have with the context, we will conſider 
in what ſenſe Saint Paul was alive without the . 
NE xx, ſhew, what we are to underſtand by the“ coming 
of the commandment” to him. | 


And, laſtly, the efe&s of this to our n _ Sin 
revived, and he died.” 


FIRST. ve are to notice in at felt Saint Paul * Was 
alive without the law once.” 


There were three kinds of laws which the Almighty deli- 
_ vered to the people of Ifrael.— The ceremonial law, which 
preſcribed the rituals of their religion ;—the judicial law, by 
which juſtice was adminiſtered among them, — and that law 
which is /iiled moral, which enjoined the whole of their, 
duty to God, their neighbors and themſelves.—And it was 
this laſt 3 tw that our apoſtle had in view, when 
ne ſaid, that he was * alive without the law.” 

Very frequent, in the ſacred writings, we perceive that 
a ſlate of SIN or 1MPIETY, is compared to a //ate of 
DEATH. And alſo, that a return to VIRTUE, or RIG H- 
IEQUSNESS, is Compared to LIF g. | 
In. 


N ES 


* RT, | * 2 * 


* ũ—ꝓꝓꝓ—ñ — — 


1 . 


In this fenſe we are to underſtand our Lord, when, in the 
Parable of the prodigal ſon, it is ſaid ; “ this my ſon was 
dead, and ts alive again; he was loſt, and i 1s found.” (a) 


The Tame ideas are conveyed by our Saviour in theſe 
words. I am the reſurrection and the life. He that be- 
lieveth on me, though he were dead, — yet ſhall he live. And 
whoſoever liveth, and believeth in me, {hall never die; (b) 
or not eterñally periſh. 

In ſuch language, Saint Paul often expreſſed Winntell. In 
his epiſtle to the Romans, he ſays; Likewiſe reckon ye 
alſo yourſelves to be azad, indeed, unto ſin, but alive unto 


God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” (c) 


n Neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of un- 


righteouſneſs unto fin; but yield yourſelves unto God, as 


thoſe who are alive from the dead.” (d) 
« And you,“ ſaid he to the Epheſians, * hath God aa 
ened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins.” (dg 


In this fame mode of ſpeech, in the Revelations of Saint 


John, was the church in Sardis reproved tor their declenſi- 
on in goodneſs; or defect in righteouſneſs. 

« Theſe things ſaith he that hath the ſeven ſpirits of God! 
and the ſeven ſtars; I know thy works, that thou baſt a 
name that thou /zve/t, and art dead.” / | 
| When Saint Paul, therefore, agreeable to this manner of 
expreſſion, © was alive without the law,” —we muſt con- 


clude that he thought moſt favourably of his ſpiritual condi- 


tion; that he aſſured himſelf he was in a-ftate of grace, 
and an heir of ſalvation. 

At that period, he ſays he was 10 without the laro; 
not without a knowledge of the LETTER of it; but of it's 
SPIRIT; of it's DEMANDS; the extenſion and purity of 
it's precepts :—Or, he then flattered himſelf he duly honored 
the law, and was entitled to juſtification before God, through 
an obſervance of it's commands. 

He was then alwe;” free from the terrors of guilt; 
0 ree from all doubts and fears reſpetting his title io immortal 
happinels. | 
At 


fa) Luke xv. 24, (6) John xi. 25. t Rom. vi. 11. 
(4) ibid. ver. 13. {e) Eph. ii. 1. (F) Rev. iii. 1. 


A ys fwd mb 


who Seliepe tb in, hit.“ | WG; 1 


17 9 


At chat m moment ve bell him; as A Pyar ISE E * the ft 
ige, pliſling Ne b1 his, OW RIGHTEOUSN NESS; 
"hs. {tri rich obſeryance of the ets his frequent, taſtings 
and deeds of mortifi Gation ; 957555 of tythes, of all 
things, tythable es he pollefl N zeal, for the, pro- 

Pagation « of the get ie hi extraordinary atts of 


devotion, and. a ving to, the, diſtreſſed, e 
7 He then ch 19 Fin elf with the rellefion,!x tha hat he 
Was not chargeable with any groſs vice; and © no thank. Go 


"that he was not as other, men ere; .extortipners, unjuf, 
eee : (2) but tha t, in his own, Derm, 2nd 3n his 


114 ws f 441. 1 


own words, * as 1 8 the nds uſnels e of the law, he 
Mor blams leſs, . Fl 2007 
8 "While in this bation, he's 15 75 45 * 88 


bf his Hoppe oft [vauon,upon, tb be ur _n foundation o the 
merit, of don a 


is GOON WORKS; 
Being enji 7975 ignprant of the. ne ſlay of thes ahr 
QUSNESS of CHRIST, t Re ah appropriated.tq him by PAAR. 
he. was, e ee e 1 he 'N. rech NSS; 
not attend ng to thi grea EE the goſpel, that © CHRIST 
is the en oe the Hach or eee every, ane 
Thus wa Saint Faul an e « . He ane TE day, has 
Ieadeth. to deſtrug uftion;!'..w while i heres himſel he, was. in 


the * "ſtrait and,n „Harrow path þ wh dee to, + ae 


Flevsted he was to the 1 8 5 anger, while ape 
pichended. e * 855 on the 7088 ages H Mgſt dan: 


. ind 6 way his tuation;, though, 4e him, Means 
Was th C def ion! . 10 2V9 ine Int 


Had he been led by the 5 55 death, while thus 


truſting to his own goodneſs, for acceptance with God,. 
How wretche@ woilld have been his fare $702 0 00 
But it pleaſe che Almighiy to behold him in compaſſiön; 2 
to awakefiShim to a ſenſe bf his danger. And this was ef- 
fected, by the on coming of the commandment to His mind; 
through the efficacy of the fpirit of grace. Wden the 


commandment came, fin revived, and I died.“ 
Cc In 
4 6 PG p Ae 5 An * 


(e) Luke xriii. 11. (6) Phil. ili. 6, 


(i) Rom. x. 4. 


> > = — — 7 
. a <> 222472070 
= — CER * 


3 
S a5} 
Sar cs * — — 


> —— Af 333 
* 1 r 

8 N 

ne = * r 


Y —— 
wm pap, 


2 * g — 
2 


ee rot” — 


PRs 
* 


1 


"rt 5 JR nd 
— — =, — 
4 2 3 2 


— — 


. * 
as 


S 
82 : FS ce 


— 
2 
3 
— 


„ rn. 
S - TIED n . 8 
PPP 
, E l < 


— IS. 209 
3 * 5 
. p * 
© 
— 3 We - 


- 


* 


* * f 


3) 
* In, ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, it may be ſaid the © command. 


ment came'*to men, when it was delivered by the Almighty 
1 Moſes, on Mount Sinai. But it could not, in this man- 
ner, come to our apoſtle; as the Jaw was given more than 
fifteen hundred years before he exiſted. 
Ir one ſenſe, it may be ſaid, the commandment came” 
to bim, when he was taught it in his youth. But we can- 

not ſuppoſe the commandment thus came to Saint Paul, a- 
greeable to his meaning in the text. As he was educated a 
Phariſee, he, in tlie eatly part of his life, became acquainted 
Viche the letter of the Taw ;—but ſeveral years elapſed, after 
he thus attained a knowledge of the commandment, before 


2 


he uttered the words before us. 
came to him, he beheldäit, in AL 1 fts'roxce EXTENT, 
Al SPIRIT AIT TI j—he was then convinced; that it was 
deſigned, not only to regulate his external demeanor, but td 
Teſdtm, govern, and/purify bis HEART,” He then became 
1 fneuſcated by Gr Saviour, 
in his expoſition of the Tay, that . out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornicatians*thiefts, falſe. 
Wie: bal Bertie. {Voda e eee 
Our apoſtle then heheld the imperfection that attended 
even Bis mot righiècus acts, and how far he was from th 
Keavenly kingdem. He then, indeed, had a juſt view "of 


hinifeffip the'glaſs of the law; he had an eye "to ſee that it 
is * holy, juſt and good; //) to diſcern, that it “ requires 


%% 
it's detfunciatibn of divine wrath againſt the perſon who 


ſhall violate even the leaſt of its precepts. () mM 
Sagt an r ̃ mgTYS 12g 


When the commandment thus came to Saint Paul, the 
ſcene was changed ; he was no longer a proud PHARISEE ; 


but became an Humble PENITENT ;—his underſtanding was 


enlightened; the veil of ignorance and deluſion was with- 
drawn from his eyes; his conſcience was alarmed; he felt 
2 . | | 4 an 


: - : K NS 
- 


(4) Matt. xv. 19, ()) Rom. vii. 12. (=) Pfal. Ii. G 
(2 Gal. ili. 10. 5 ty 5 


| Wer therefore, conclude, that when © the commandment 


( 19) 


the preſſure of ſin, the'terrors of guilt,—In him © /n revi- 
ved;”—not to be indulged; to reign ; to live; but to die; 
—he endured it's "anguiſh, and tene 1 $  ingratitude, n 
neſs and demèrits. 
Until that period, the viper of iniquity, if we why be in- 
dulged the ſimilitude, lay in his'breaft,' as in a ſtate of 
DEATH; — but then it. became animated; it pierced him to 
the heart with its ſting; which not only occaſioned pain, 
but was productive of the pangs of death. 
* Sin revived, and he died. All his hopes of ſalvation, 
by virtue of his own righteouſneſs, were then no more j— 
he then perceived 'that he was obnoxious to the curſe « of 
the divine law; —juſtly expoſed to eternal condemnation ;=—' 
his heart was then truly contrite, and the language of his 
ſoul was, © what he ſhould do to be ſaved ?”{o }—He could 
then ſupplicate Heaven in the language of penitence . Gow 
be merciful'to me a:firiner !””. +). 9 SY 
, "Then thoſe deeds of righteouſneſs which he 3 ag 
gain to him, he counted,“ as he lays, * lo/s, for CHRIST.“ 
/ ben“ he reſolved tobe found in Ch J, not having on 
his own righteouſneſs which was of the law, but that which 
was through faith in the divine Saviour.“ (r And then it 
was, that © the commandment which was ordained unto 
LIFE, (to thoſe who ſhould perfectly obey it) he“ ergo 
as he himſelf expreſſes it, to be unto DEATH.” ( 
Happy was it for Saint Paul, that he thus died, that he 
might live forever From that moment, he felt in himſelf 
the pulſe of a ſpiritual life ;—he was delivered from the 
burthen of ſin; he enjoyed the {miles of Heaven ;—he be- 
came molt ſtudious to pleaſe God ;—he had a juſt deteſtati- 
on of vice ;—his ſoul was cnamonred with the love of vir- 
tue; his affections were ſupremely fixed on the Almighty ; 
he ſerved him with chearfulneſs, and from principle ;— 
the great object of his purfuit was, the promotion of the 
glory of God, and the ſalvation of men ;—his pleaſures 
were holy, and his hopes of redemption, ſcriptural. 


Then 
| e Acts xvi. 30. * Luke xvili. 13. (½% Plil ii, 7e 
{r) ibid. verſ. 9. (5) Rom, vii. 10. 
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Then it was; indeed, that he paſſed from death unto 


He; * (that he was © turned from darkneſs unito.LIGHT ; 


from: the power of Satan unto, God:“ 0 And then poi 
it was, to ſpeak in his own language, that he © received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby he could cry, Abba, Father; (v5) 
that the Spirit itfelf bore; witneſs with, his ſpirit, that be 

was a child of God; an heir of God, a6d, a Joint elt vi 


Chriſt of immortal bappineſs!”; { 1 


How great, -how bleſſed are the 2 of Chr bo way * 
We perceive it is deſigned to humble our PRIDE; to diveſt 


us of all dependance on OUR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS for 


ſalvation, that we may rely, only on the MERITS of CHRIST 
for eternal happineſs ;—that it is intended to illume the un- 
derſtanding; to give us contritiong of heart; to reconcile 
us to the Almighty ; — to renovate our ſouls ; to reſtore us 
to holineſs; the love, ſervice, ſerqur, and. enjoyment of 


God! 15 L — 
Hos great was the CHANGE Saint Paul. experienced, 
when, he embraced the goſpel !—And such a, CHANGE 
muſt WE experience, if by US it hath not been experienced, 


or we cannot enter into the kingdom of Heaven;i 
As Saint Paul was * alive without the law,” it is feared, 
there are many, at preſent, in a ſimilar ſituation. But un- 


leſs they ſhall ufer the Commandment to come” to them; "Pe 


to penetrate their hearts ;—to awaken in them a ſenſe of 
guilt; — to cauſe ſin in their minds to revive, and, in conſe- 
quence thereof, themſelves in this manner, to expire in 
death; to relinquiſh their deluſive HOPES of ſalvation, they 
muſt hers ſh for ever ! 

For « the wages of ſin is death; 1 the! impenitent will 
be deprived of falvation ; DM is no other name;” no 
other righteoulneſs, 1 by which we can be ſaved, but that 
of CHRISTH;“ , y )—and except we are regenerate, or © born 
of the Sp1rIT,” we are aſſured, * we cannot ſee the king- 


dom of God!” C29 7 


/ 


(i) John v. 24. /) Acts xxvi. 18. (©) Rom. viii. 15. 
{av} ibid. verſ. 16, 17. ( Rom. vi. 23. 2 Acts iv. 
12. (x) John iii. 5. 


From 
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i i, 


„Ee the religious experience of SAINT PAUL, that we 
have noticed; or the progreſs o 


aticed ;,0r the progrels o Fax abi his heart, which 
he hath left upon record, and no oübt for our ſpiritual ad- 


| vantage, we may make the following pratical obſeryations. 


rr IH TRY 43 7 an art | 5 5 ONE . 
_.FrgsT 3, As Saint Pay], even while he was a zealous pro- 
feſſor of religion, and a rigid obſerver ol its external duties; 
tice the propenſity . mankind have to entertain or th 
ceptions of, their title. to ſalvation; or the probability there 
is of their being deceived, with reſpett to their religious ſtate, 
Our apoſtle was far from being ſingular, in this jnftance; 


he Jews in general vainly eXpected to attain falvation 


by.their impetſect ob/ervance of the precepts of the law; and 
this occaſioned them to 7cje& the RIGHTEOUSNESS of 
CuRISr. f a r enen o DOT en : * 571 
But Iſrael,” ſaith Saint Paul,“ which followed after the 
law of righteouſneſs, hath not attained, to the law of righte- 
ouſneſs,“ (or to the righteouſneſs that God accepteth. 

Wherefore, Beecaule, they ſought. it, nat by faith; but, a 

it were, by the works of the lau; for they flumbled at that 
. J ET ET TRIS 
1), The law demands a perfect obedience of each of its injunc- 
tions; and as all men are finful, „by the deeds of the law 
therefore, we are aſfüred, 20 /{cſk ſhall be juſtified before 
God; (4) or. obtain ſalvation. OOO OOO 
It was the unhappineſs of too many of the people of 


Iſrael, previous to the promulgation of the goſpel, that, in 


like manner, they were deceiving themſelves ; ſaying in their 


— [ F ? 


when there was no peace!” ( ⁊ 


= 


hearts, in the words of the prophet Jeremiah, © Peace, peace, 


And is there not too much reaſon to apprehend, that great 


numbers, even of the profeſſors of Chriſlianity, cheriſh the 


fame ſpirit of deluſion; that ſome later themſelves they 

are the heirs of ſalvation, by reaſon they have felt, perhaps, 

ſome compunction for fin ; have experienced a partial re- 

formation of their lives; are juſt in their dealings, and are 
| obſervant 


a. Rom. is. 31, 32. (5 Rom. iii, 20. (c) Jer. vi. 14. 
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(i) 


obſervant of the devotional ; parts of religion hat others, 
willing to wagnify the grace of God, promiſe themſelves 
immortal happineſs, by virtue of their faith only in Chriſt, 
while they are almoſt wholly regardlefs'of his commands 


It cannot reaſonably be doubted, but that, in a variety of 


ways, many perſons countenance erroneous” hopes of ſalva- 


tion; and, painful is the reflection, it is not improbable, 


deception |! | 5 
ur Lord aſſures us, that in the day of judgment, many, 
in vain, will claim a title to ſalvation. They will ſay to 


but that great numbers, even leave the world in this ſtate of 


* 


him. Lord! Lord! have we not propheſied in thy name; 
in thy name caſt out devils, and in thy name done many 


wonderful works ?” But he will then ſay unto them; I 
e ee you; depart from me, ye that work iniqui- 
JJ tr, 64.Gc5 1 ED LS Tl 
9 Wi it not, therefore, be wiſdom in us to regard the a- 
poſtolic council, to © examine ourſelves whether we are in 
. e e e ty eee 
Iry me, O God!” ſaid the Pſalmiſt, © and ſeek the 
ground of my heart ! prove me, and examine my thoughts 1 
Look-well if there be any wickedneſs in me A 
How worthy is /uch conduct of our imitation And moſt 
true it is, that if we indulge ourſelves in“ any wickedneſs,” 
we are not entitled to ſalvation. For he,” ſaith St. John, 
* who is born of God, /inneth not; but he keepeth himfelf 
and the wicked one toucheth him not!” (g) 


_ SECONDLY: As © by the law, we are, informed, is the 
knowledge of jin;” (h) as“ the law, it is ſaid, is a SCHOOL 
MasTEk to bring us to Chriſt,” () how grateful ſhould 
we be to God, for diſpenſing to us the lav??? 


And that it may be inſtrumental in giving us a proper 
ſenſe of in, we perceive the propriety” of preaching the 


LAW, in ALL IT'S EXTENT, PURITY and TERROR. 


Thus was it preached by the prophets, by our Lord and 


his 


(d) Matt. vii. 22, 23. (e) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. /) Pſal. 
XXIX. 23, 24. [g) 1 John v. 18. () Rom. iii. 20. 
) Gal. iii. 24. N e 8 


* 
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10 


kw T3 
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his apoſiles. And never will mankind be properly diſpoſed 
"to liſten to the invitation of MERcy, offered in thEGOSPEL, 
until they ſhall ſuffer themſelves t to pay c gue attention to the 
voice of the LAW. 

Until Saint Paul did thus, he was a „ „ 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; but * when the commandment 
came, he, was ſenſible of his unhappineſs, and duly prized 
the ſalvation of the goſpel. We diſcern, therefore, the im- 


 portance of cheriſhing conbiclions for fin; that we may be in- 


clined to __ to Chriſt, by faith, for nn 


THIRDLY : As the law is thus ſubſervient to our ſalva- 
tion, it ſhould, on this account, be highly reverenced by us. 

And we ſhould alſo greatly eſteem it, for its moral excel- 
lence. Though we are © ſaved by grace, through faith,”(4) 
our Saviour moſt forcibly enjoins on us a ſincere and uni- 
verſal obſervance of the precepts of the law. Without 
which, indeed, or © without pared it is declared, we 
cannot enjoy ſalvation. (1) 

W hat a reverential and e regard had DA vip, 
for the Law of God? 

+ O how I love,” ſaid he,“ thy law! It is my meditation 
all the day! How ſweet are thy words unto my taſte! Yea, 


ſweeter than honey to my mouth.“ (n I love thy com- 


maudments above gold! Yea, above fine gold!“ () 

How did Saint Paul inculcate the commands of the law, 
and regard them in his life? 

« Shall we continue in ſin,” ſaid he, „ that grace may 
abound ? God forbid ! How ſhall we, who are dead to fin, 
live any longer therein?“ (o 

And, it is affirmed by him, that“ choſe who are Chriſt's, 
have crucified the fleſh, with the affeclions and luſts. (p) 


LasTLyY : Moſt happy was it for our apoſtle, that he did 
not ſuppreſs his convictions for ſin, but ſuffered © the com- 
mandment' to have acceſs to his HEART; as theſe convic- 
tions terminated in his falyation ! 


1t 


(4) Eph. ii. 8 (1) Heb. xii. 14. 


(zz) Pfal, exix. 97, 


103. (x) ibid. veel 127. {5) Rom, vi. 2. (9) Gal. v. 24. 
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| Jet us not be wedded to iniquity! ee eme 
| Let us break off our ſins by e Ty 2 
4 * 113 


Let us not indulge deluſise hopes of er e ates 


\ ; 124 41.4% 7 with 
= : - Now. to God the Father, Son and Holy bon, be aſcribe! 
4 All honor and glory, henceforth, and for e ever © ab 
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SERMON III. 


2 CORINTHIANS v. 7. 


We walk by faith, not by ſight. 


T T is no inconſiderable recommendition of Chriſtianity, 

that it's benevolent intention is to advance the pre/ent 
and future happineſs of mankind. In this life, it affords the 
higheſt fatisfattion our nature is capable of; and, at death, 
opens to our view, the pleaſing proſpect of a bleſſed 1 im- 
mortality. 
This future felicity, our holy apoſtle contemplates; re- 
flects on with pleaſure, and pants after; as we are informed 
in the beginning of the chapter we have named. For 
we know,” ſays he, that if our earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God; an houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan earneſtly, defiring rather to be cloathed upon with 
our houſe which is from heaven.” 
Saint Paul then aſcribes the aſpirations which Chriftiang 


have after immortal happineſs, and their capability to par- 
ficipate of celeſtial joys, to the influences of the divine Sp1- 


RIT.—* Now he that hath wrought us for the ſelf-ſame 
thing is God, who hath given us the carne/? of his Sb i- 
RIT.” 

Our apoſtle next conſiders the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
while here, as in a ſtate of pilgrimage, and, in the words be- 
fore us, mentions what it is that diretts their ſteps ; governs, 
and influences them in this world. „% We walk by FAITH; 
not by 8 | 
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As, in theſe words, it is declared, that FA1TH d:reds our 
conduct; and as great virtue is aſcribed to faith, in the ſa. 
cred writings, we will beg leave to attend to it's nature, and 
to regard the truth, that it is * by faith,“ the ſincere profeſ- 
{ors of the goſpel * wall, and “ not by fight.” 


Faith, in general, may be ſaid to be a perſuaſion of the 
truth of thoſe things, of which we are znformed, but of which 
we have no ocular nor enſible demonſtration. 

As ſuch is the nature of faith, 1t may pertain to the things 
which are of this world, as well as of the world above; or, 

it may be ſaid, there is a faith which is earthly, and that 
which is heavenly, or religious. | 

The objects of earthly faith, are innumerable: What men 
of ' diſtinguiſhed character; what cities; what kingdoms; 
what empires have exiſted, and do now exiſt, at a diſtance 

Fromus?— How many events have happened? What changes 
have there been in the natural and political world? How 
numerous, indeed, are the things; of which we are inform- 
ed, but which are not within the circle of our obſervation ? 

The objects of religious faith, are alſo many. They include 
the being of a God, and all his attributes, as revealed to us 
in the holy ſcriptures ; the plurality of perſons in the God- 
head, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; the formation of 
the univerſe; divine providence ;—the economy of our 
redemption, as exhibited in the goſpel ;—the immortality of 
our ſouls ;—thereſurrettion of our bodies the diſſolution 
of the world ;—a day of judgment ;—everlaſting rewards or 
puniſhments, according to our actions in the preſent ſtate, 

Or, in other words, the objects of this faith, are all the 
doctrines and precepts ; promiſes and threatnings, and par- 

ticulars contained in the ſacred writings. | 

In one /en/e, when we give our aſlent to the truths of di- 
vine Revelation, it mey be ſaid, we are poſſeſſed of fazth ; 
but as the ſcriptures enumerate ſeveral kinds of faith, it will 
be proper to notice them, that we may have a juſt appre- 
henſion of that faith, which is eſſential to our ſalvation. 
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Does a perſon Believe the go/pel? Does he take upon him 
the Chriſtian profeſſion? 


v 
1 


But 


. ( 27 * 


But does * continue in his ſins; a ſlave of vice 12-4 bis 
faith uninfluential on his condutt ; is it merely ſpeculative ? 


It thus, it is rot the faith ſpecified in the text but 


that which Saint James alludes to, when he ſays ; * Shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my 
faith by my works ; Thou believeſt there 1s one God; 


thou doſt well; the devils alſo believe and tremble. But 


wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works 15 
dead 9” (a)—Unavailable ; inſufficient to thy ſalvation. 

A ſect of libertine Chriſtians, (the diſciples of Simon 
Magus, termed Gnoſticks) aroſe in the days of the apoſtles 
they pretended to extraordinary illuminations from Heaven, 
and taught that nothing more was required of men to obtain 


ſalvation, than faꝛth only, in Chriſt ; and thus they encour- 
aged the moſt licentious practices. 


Saint James confutes their impious doctrine; evinces 
the neceſſity of moral goodneſs, as the fruits of faith, and 


-affirms, that. “as the body without the ſpirit is dead; ſo 


faith, without works, is dead alſo. ( 


Our Lord, in the parable of the Sower, ſpeaks of a faith 


that is temporary. 

Thoſe who have it, hear the woed with joy; they receive 
the goſpel, even with rapture, and make a ſplendid profeſſi- 
on of virtue; but not being eſtabhſhed in goodneſs, © they 


believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away;” (c) 


—they are ſuch as © put the hand to the plough and look 


bach; (d) in the words of Saint Paul, they © make ſhip- 


wank of faith and a good conſcience ;” (e) or“ caſt off their 
firſt faith.” /f) | 

This temporary faith, as well as that which is merely ſpe- 
culative, we have too often exemplified among the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity. It is a ſerious truth, indeed, that vaſt num- 
bers of thoſe who aſſume the Chnillian name, are, in no 


ſort, or, but very little influenced by their faith, to the re- 


proach of Chriſtianity, and to the great increaſe of their 


.guilt | | The 


{a) James ii. 19, 20. 63 ibid. verſ. 26. (c) Matt: 


vill. 13. U Luke ix. 62. (i in cn. 


Tim. v. 12. 
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The holy ſcriptures alſo mention a faith by which mira- 
cles were wrought. 

The apoltles performed miracles, but, as they ackbow- 
ledged, not by their own power, but by virtue of their faith 
in Chriſt. 

Saint Peter gave healing toon object of diftrefs, a cripple from 
his infancy, © who was daily laid at the beautiful gate of 
the temple,” to excite charity from the benevolent. When 


the multitude faw the man © walking, leaping and praifing 


God, they were filled with wonder ard amazement.' And 
unto them, ſaid the apoſtle, Why marvel ye at this? Or 
why look ye lo earneſtly on us, as though, by our own pow- 
er, or holineſs, we bad made this man to walk? The God 


-of our Fathers hath glorified his Son Jeſus, whom ye deli- 


vered up. And his name, through faith in his name, hath 
made this man ſtrong, whom ye ſee and know.“ 

Such faith ſome men may have bad, who did not obtain 
Yalvation ; for our Lord aſſures us, that many 'who {hall have 
8 propheſied i in his name; and in his name ſhall bave caſt 
out Devils, and done many wonderful works,” thall, at laſt, 
be rejecled by him, becauſe they were © wot kers of i iniqui- 
ty. n And, ” ſaith Saint Paul, though I tave the 
gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries, and all 
knowledge ; and though I have all faith ; ſo that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity; I am nothing (i) 


Tbe ſacred writings likewiſe mention thoſe who nn fee 
to rely on the power of Chriſt” to work miracles. 
Speak the word only,” ſaid the Centurion to Chriſt, 
„ and my ſervant ſhall be healed. „ As thou haſt bellev. 
ed,“ it was anſwered by our Saw, 4 ſſo be it done unto 
Aer , N 
A womanof Canaan,” we are informed. ſolicited Chriſt 
3n behalf of her daughter, who was * grievouſly vexed with 
A Devil.” O woman, ' {aid our Lord to her, great is thy 
faith! Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” (/) 

But we have not evidence luflicient to induce us to be- 

lieve, 


Acts iii. 75 Matt. vii. 22, 23. fr) Cor. Klit. 
„ {+ Natt. vi. 8, 13. (4) Matt. xv, 22; 28. 


( 9 )) 
Yieve, that ab! choſe who bad this faith in Chriſt, rocked 
him as the Saviour of the world, or ſubmitted to his diſpen- 
ſation of grace. For, it is probable, that ſome who thus 
believed in Chriſt, regarded him as a Prophet only. Ma- 
ny of the people,” faith Saint John, „believed on him, and 


ſaid; When riſe cometh will he do more miracles fl 
theſe which this man hath: done? (n) And of the ten Lep- 


ers who believed that our Lord was able to heal them, but 


one returned 1 to give glory to God. (n). 


The faith 8 entitles us to ſalvation, i is i by re- 
pentance. Repent ye,” ſaid our Saviour, and believe 
the goſpel.” o) And Saint Paul, * teſtified both to the 
— and alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 

th toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ () By this faith, 
men are reconceled to God; delivered from the puniſhment 
due to their uns, and, through the operations of the divine 
Spirit, 4. pot to holineſs, toa meetneſs for the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

It is the 3 of the Fein word, that-our ſalvation 


is © of grace through faith.” 


he juſt,” taith'the: prophe Habakkuk, « ſhall live by 
faith. r 
-« Abraham's faith,” we are aſſured, was imputed to 


him for righteouſneſs.” C 


+. He that believeth and is baptized,” ſaith our Lo, 
„ ſhall be ſaved.” 7 
By him,” ſays Saint Paul, (that is by Chriſt) © all that 


i believe are juſlified from all things from which they could 
not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” C 


The ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, was the great atone- 
ment for human guilt ;—* he gave himſelf a ranſom tor 


un; "707 he * taſted death for every man;“ /w)—and, there- 


fore it is, that the apoſtle, laſt mentioned, affirms, that“ we 


are juſtified freely by the grace of God, through the redemp- 
tion 


n) John vii. 31. 00 Luke xvii. 13, 1 5. „ (0) Matt. j. 
15. (pb) Acts xx. 21. (7) Epheſ. ii. 5. (7) Habak. ii. 


4. (s) James ii. 23. (7) Mark vi. 16. (4) Acts xi. 


39. (e) 1 Iim. ii. 6. (w) Heb, ii. 9. 
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uon that is in Jeſus Chriſt; whom God hath ſet forth to be 
a propitiation, - through faith in his blood; to declare his 
Tighteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through 
the forbearance of God; that he might be juſt, and the juſ- 
tifier of him who believeth in Jeſus.” (x) | 
And * being juſtified,” ſays the ſame apoſtle, © by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” () | | | 8 6 
It is manifeſt, however, that the faith, by which we ob. 
tain reconciliation with God, and a title to Heaven, is in us 
an active principle ;—the parent of virtue. 1 1 
It is declared, that it © worketh by love;“ (2)—that it 
© purifieth the heart, (a)—and that by it we wall; — 
' make progreſs in holineſs. | 
It may be juſtly ſaid, indeed, of thrs faith, that it not only 
gains us admittance into the heavenly world, and is produc- 
tive of righteouſneſs; but that 1t 1s to us the ſource of con- 
ſolation; and that we experience it's happy effects in various 
circumſtances and conditions of life; “ for we walt; are 


enfluenced, by faith, not by fight.” ' | 


Does the world exhibit it's allurements to rob us of 
virtue ? SE why | 
What but fazh occafions us to 77/e ſuperior to it's temp- 
tations; to behold, with holy indiflerence, the glare of rich- 

es; the tinſel of vanity, and cauſes us duly to govern our 
allions ? lj | ä 
The effed of faith was very viſible in the conduct of Mo- 
'SES, when in Egypt. By virtue of his faith, he rejected all 
the pomp and power; all the wealth and pleaſures, even of 
a kingdom, and choſe a ſtate of humiliation and affliction, 
that he might enjoy immortal happineſs. 

* By faith,” ſaith Saint Paul, Mo/es, when he came to 

years, refuſed to. be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter ; 
chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God; 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming 
the reproach of Chriſt greater 11ches than the treaſures of 


Egypt; 


RN. iii. 24, 25, 26. „ Rom. v. 1. () Gal. 
v. 6. ſa, Acts xv. 9. . | 2585 
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Egypt; for he had reſpe& to the recompence of res 
„%%% ᷑ V 7" e 
| Moſt juſt, indeed, is the aſſertion of Saint John, that 
This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” (c) | | 


Do we love Gor ſupremely ? Do we render him the 
oblation of our hearts ? | Wes. e 

But ſhould we do thus, unleſs, through faith, we realized 
to our Minds, the excellence of his nature ; his wiſdom and 
purity ; his juſtice and mercy ; his goodneſs and truth, and 
other perfections? 

Impoſſible is it to love an object, that doth not appear to 
us amiable or lovely. As the divine Being is poſſeſſed of 
every poſſible excellence, and as we naturally love beauty 
and perfection, we are almoſt unavoidably inclined to love 
God, when, by faith, with a diſpoſition of virtue, we behold 
his perfections. | | | 

What is it, but faith, that renders the divine SAVIOUR 
of the world an object to us ſo attractive? Faith beholds 
CrnRisT aſtoniſhing the whole heavenly world with his 
LOVE ; laboring; toiling ; bleeding ; dying, that we may 
live for ever! . 5 

The tragic ſcene of his death, ſenſibly affects ue; excites 
ſenſations of gratitude in our breaſts; « conſtrains” us to 
adore, love and ſerve him! (d) 


And what obedience is /o pere; ſo acceptable to God, 


as that which originates from gratitude and love? 


Are we aſſailed by the Prince of darkneſs ?—Does he caſt 
his fiery darts around us for our deſtruction? And are we 
not exhorted to * take the field of faith, that we may be 
enabled to repel theſe aſlaults, and be preſerved from his 
power? (e) Ep HEY | 


Have any of the profeſſors of the goſpel ſuffered perſecu- 


ton? Rather than ?emporize, or relinquiſh their faith, have 


they, 


| (b) Heb. xi. 24. 25, 26. e) 1 John v. 4 ( 2 Cora 
Ve 14. le) Eph. vi. 16. | | 


CE rt I MS 
7 v / A 


* 1 * y 2 * 8 * A — 4 CEO * n * — ” 2 4. ww _ 8 i * * 2 * » = . 
15 p 2 4 7 » ä — * 2 _ o f h * 4 F : 1 a x * 
1 d * " — * — <- © 0 > - — 3 » n —_ "I - — 2 8 wy . 7 _— — 1 — - * i —— rea ate 8 * 2 Fe 6-6 WP n os = — " 
FO ren * 5 W „„ „„ n * . — aa 7 8 8 N » . . . - . o a art = 66 * * . 5 e > ek po 4, the Z ot A be r + "ag 
3: 8 — * * * 4 7 — e * x 7 ö — IS 2 * * * che * 2 Go 2 2 * => 2 9 * 3 * — * * * 47 © * * q XL Fo 5 d TL, * 3g [0 f N x — 12> ow” - ” 1 r A * 26-3 oa " — 1a #- x2; 2 1 
7 * — - * * 0 * 4 yo * ws — 1 , Wu 10 eZ of * ny f . — ty — f " » * — 5 > - * «bv — —ͤ« — > 6 . ay Me — —— 24 — — — 0 — — . —— — rr — - = 1 * 
- ” - * y L * _ : "6 * * 
” " 


Fl} - AF: 3 * ” 


2 . 11 bas 


Sw IRS.» 


_ Deer mis ate ane 


ee er A2 — — 
" : : * T 


Cw) 


they, with chearfulneſs, ſuſtained the loſs of all their wor 
goods; endured bonds and impriſonment, and even deat 


itſelf, in it's moſt terrific form? 


What was it, but faith, that inſpired 3 ach patience 
and. reſignation ; equanimity and chearfulneſs; fidelity and 
fortitude, under thele tryals ſo painful to human nature ? 


Invade trough faith, Saint Paul informs us, that ſome of 
| the worthies of old, © took joyfully the Ipolling of their 


goods; that others, were tortured, not accepting deliverance, 
that they might obtain a dender reſurrection; that others 


bad trial of cxuel mockings, and ſcourgings; bonds and im- 
0 priſonment; ; that they were ſtoned; ſawn aſunder; tempt- 


ed, and flain with the ſword.” ( 


Do ve endure afflictions without repining ; : per a diſpo- 
fition of patience and meekneſs ? 
Is it not faith 1 in the goodne/s of God; that 1 afflicts 
not willingly ;” /g) that he will cauſe the tears of ſorrow, 
of the righteous, to be changed into waters of joy ; all their 
Giſtreſs to terminate for their advantage, (4) that occaſions 


them to be perfectly ſubmiſſive to all the diſpenſations of 


providence towards them? 

J had fainted,” ſaid the Pſalmift, when overwhelmed 
with ſorrow - * unleſs I had believed to ſee the e of 
the Lord; in the land of the living!“ () 


Do ſome men relinquiſh their worldly expeRtations of 
emolument? Do they content themſelves with a very 
ſcanty pittance for their ſupport, through life, and even to 
be diſtreſſed by. poverty ; to endure toil and reproach, and 
to ſacrifice the pleaſures ariſing from the ſociety of their 


connections and friends, that they may publiſh the glad-lid- 


ings of ſalvalion to mankind ; iuviie them to accept of the 
overtures of mercy declared in the goſpel? What is it but 
faith that influences this their conduct, ſo oppoled to human 
policv; to worldly wiſdom 2 


What was it but faith, in it's full operation on the apoſe 


tles, 


tf) Heb. x. 34. xi. 35, 36, 3). (g] Lam. iii. 33. (5) Rom. 
viii. 28. i) Pal. XXVII. I 13. 5 


Fr 


tiles, that cauſed them to diſſeminate the truths of Chriſlia⸗ 
nity, in diſtant regions, through incredible fatigue, and ſuf: 
ferings; and at the experice of every thing eſtimable in life; 
and even of life itſelf f | 
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What is it but faith in the merits of the conipaſlionate Sa- 
viour, that gives conſolation to the breaſt of guilt, and occa= 

F: fioris us to © rejoice evermore,” (4) as well as *in every 
thing to give thanks?“ (/) 8 


nt . ws 

2 © 4 

8 » Po > 4 
2 5 n 
S 


— „ tf ef : 2 
8 * 


ls it any thing but faith that cauſes us to revere, to delight 
in, the divine precepts; to truſt in the divine promiſes; and 


to fear the divine threatnings ? 
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Is it not faith that gives efficacy to our prayers, arid ena- 
bles us to render the Almighty an acceptable ſervice ? (hf 
Was it not fazt4 that gave virtue to the facrifice of Abel 


while that of Cain was rejefted ? (n) =; 4 
What enables us to perſevere in righteouſneſs, but faith f 4 

© The life that I now live in the fleſh,” ſaid Saint Paul; © I 4 

live by faith in the Son of God.” (o G 


Was it not through faith, that this holy apoſtle triumphed 
over every impediment in the path of his duty; © fought 
the good fight,” and received © a crown of life?” (þ) 

And what but faith cati conſole us if the hour of our dif: 
ſolution ; diſarm death of it's terrors ; occaſion us to meet 
it, - only without fear, but with ferenity, and even with 
joy S | 


As ratTH thus affects and governs us: Is the ſpring of 
virtue; ſuſtains us in affliction ; ones us with ardor to 

promote the glory of God and the {alvation of mankind; 

cauſes us to render our hearts an acceptable offering to the 

Almighiy; gives efficacy to our devotions; enables us to 

| retain 

% 1 Thef, v. 16. bid. verſ. 18. () Heb. x1. 6. 

Jam. i. 6. () Heb. xi, 4. (s) Gal. ii. 20. ( 2 Tims 

, Iv. J. &* , | 
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rity of our religion, that if we indulge our evil propen/itzes, 


(s) Gal. vi. 14. = (5) 2 Cor. iv. 18. 0 Pal Heli. 10. 
(7 


IE ( 44) 


' fetain our integrity; to rejoice in tribulations ; fupports as 


in death, and, at all times, and in all places, influences our 
thoughts, words and actions, and occaſions us to be ſolicitous 
to approve ourſelves to Heaven; we therefore perceive the . 

ropriety of the apoſtohe affertion, that the fincere Chriſt. 


ian © walks by FAITH, and not by SHT.“ 


| He is not governed by worldly maxzms ; he is not influ. 
enced by worldly objects, fafhions, vanities and pleaſures, 
« He is crucified to the world, and the world to him ;” /g} 
« he looks,” ſays an apoſtle, 4 not at the things which are 
ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen; — knowing, that 
* the things which are ſeen, are temporal ; but that the 
things which are not ſeen, are eternal.“ /7) Though while 
here, DUTY occaſions him to ay attention to earthly objects, 
on theſe he fixes not his a fections; © if riches indicate. he 
ſets not his heart upon them ;” J his enjoyments are ſpi- 
ritual; his hopes and expectations are moft exalted; and as 
* he hath here no continuing city, he therefore, ſeeks a 
better country, even an heavenly one.” ( 


Thus we have paid fome attention to the nature of faith, 
and ſhewn that by it the worthy profeſfors of Chriſtianity 
* walk, and not by fight.” 

From what hath been ſaid, we behold the importance of 
evangelical FAITH ; that devord of Ir, we muſt be devoid 
of the religion of the goſpel ; deſtitute of it's holineſs ; it's 
promiſes ; it's conſolations, and pleaſures. 
Hou becoming, therefore, is it for us to adopt the language 
of the apoſtles; © Lord, increaſe our faith!“ 7) 

Hou proper to pay a due attention to the devotional parts 
of religion ; the reception of the Lord's ſupper ; public and 


: a prayer; by which our hearts are molified, and our 
faith is invigorated, eſtabliſhed, and rendered influential on 
our conduft F 


From what hath been delivered, we alfo perceive the pu- 


or 


eb. xiii. 14. () Luke xvü. 5. 


et 


or wall by fight,” we have no claim to that faith which 


our Saviour demands as neceſſary to our ſalvation. 
A life of impꝛety, is a life of virtual znjideltty ; a denial in 
our deeds, of what we profeſs with our lips. Such conduct 


is not only moſt reproachful, but renders us obnoxious to the 


ſeverity of the divine diſpleaſure ! | 

Will 1t not, therefore, be wiſdom in thoſe who are regard- 
leſs of virtue, through divine aid, ſo to realize to their minds 
the various objects of faith, and the importance of religion, 
that, in future, their conduct may be worthy of their Chriſ- 
tian character; that they may eſcape that awful doom, which 
will be pronounced agaiaſt thoſe who Believe not the goſpel 
of Chriſt? 


Happy are thoſe who are duly fone by faith! By 
perſevering in the way of righteouſneſs, how felicitous wall 
be the reward of their toil! | 

Soon will not faith be exchanged for viſion !-—Soon will 
they not behold, not as through a glaſs darkly ; but face 
to face!” (v) | 5 : 

And what beauteous objets ;—what dazzling glories ; 
what ſcenes of bliſs, will open to their view for their ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion and enjoyment? *' 

That WE may be the bleſt number of thoſe who ſhall par- 
ticipate of the effects, the unſpeakable rewards of FAITH, 
will God Almighty of his infinite mercy be pleaſed to grant; 
for the ſake of the merits of the divine, compaſſionate Jeſus; 


to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all honor and glory, adoration and praiſe, now, henceforth, 


and for ever 
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() 1 Cor, x11, 12. 
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SERMON IV. 
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Ac T s ki. 22, 23, 24. 


Then tidings of theſe things came unto the ears of the church 
which was at Feruſalem; and they ſent forth Barnabas, 
that he ſhould go as far as Antioch. Who when he came, and 
had feen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them 
all, that, with purpoſe of heart, they would cleave unto the 
Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of faith ; and much people was added unto the Lord. 


A S the /acred rite of CONFIRMATION, hath this day 
been admiſtered to many of this congregation,* it will 
not be improper to pay ſome attention to this inſtitution. 


Anciently, it was ſtiled, the perfection; the undlion; ob- 
ſignation; the impoſition of hands; the ſign, or ſeal, of the 
Lord ;—but, in modern ages, it hath generally obtained the 
name of confirmation; f which epithet happily expreſſes 
the intention of the ordinance, which is to confirm and eſta- 


bliſh us in the Chriſtian faith; and, by the goodneſs of God, 
| | in 


oh 


6 s 


* In Saint Paul's Chapel, there were about five hundred | 
and fifty who were confirmed, and among theſe, many of the 


molt reſpectable members of the congregation. 


I See Bingham's Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, 
Vol. I. Fol. 527. Alſo Camfield on Confirmation. 
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in anſwer to our prayers, to obtain grace and ability, * 
ly to regard our Chriſtian obligations. 


This rite was adminiſtered only by thoſe of the Epiſcopal 
character; except in extraordinary caſes, when a Preſbyter, 


by a Biſhop' s authority, was empowered to confifm,* and it 


immediately ſucceeded the ſacrament of bapuſm, if a Biſhop 
was preſent when it was adminiſtered. It he was abſent, as 
he generally was, when baptiſm was received by thoſe in 
churches at a diſtance from the mother church; or by ſuch 
as were baptized in haſte, on beds of ſickneſs, confirmation 
was deferred until the biſhop could have a convenient op- 
portunity to viſit them. 

This information we receive from St. Jerome, F who ſays; 


That it was cuſtomary in the church, for biſhops to go 


and invocate the Holy Spirit, by impoſition of hands, on 


ſuch as were baptized by preſpyters and deacons, in villages 


and places remoie trom the mother church.“ 
As it often happened that ſuch perſons died before the 


biſhop could attend them for this purpoſe, to prevent this 
inconvenience, as far as poſſible, the cauons, in ſome places, 


required that biſhops ſhould viſit their dioceſis annually; and 
if they were ſo extenſive that this could not be effected, their 
dioceſis were to be reduced into {maller diſtrits.F 


I: is required, by our church, that thoſe to be confirmed, 


ſhall have arrived to pRors of diſcretion, and attained a know- 


ledge | 


— — 


* See Euſebius's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. vi. Cap. xlii. Fleury's 
Eccleſ. Hiſt. vol. I. p. 59. vol. III. p. 29g. vol. IV. p. gg0. 
vol. V. p. 670. Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt. vol. I. page 182. 


+ Saint Jerome was born about the year of our Lord g40. 
He is eſteemed to have been the moſt learned and eloquent 
of all the fathers. See Lives of the TOI vol. II. TW 


455: 


＋ Hieron. cout. Lucifer. Cap. i iv. 


Se Bingham! s Antiquities, Vol. I; Fol. 52 6. 


( 99 ) 
ledge of the eſſential doctrines of Chriſtianity ; underſtand 
the nature of this inſtitution, and receive it with freedom 
and deliberation, | | | 
Our catechiſm is ſttled © An inſtruction to be learned of 
every perſon, before, he be brought to be confirmed by the 
biſhop;”—which is appointed to be done, * ſo ſoon as he 
can ſay the Creed, the Lord's prayer, and the ten command- 
ments, in the vulgar tongue, and be farther inſtructed in the 
church catechiſm, ſet forth for that purpoſe.” 

The preface to our office of confirmation, very clearly. 
expreſſes the knowledge that is demanded of thoſe who ſhall 
be confirmed, and declates alſo, the nature and end of confir- 
mation. After reading of which, the following very ſerious 
and important queſtion is addreſſed to thoſe who with to be 
confirmed. | | 

Do ye here, in the preſence of God, and of this con- 1 

ye” gregation, renew the ſolemn promiſe and vow that was made : 19 
in your name at your baptiſm; ratifyzng and confirmng the + 

ſame in your own fer/ons, and acknowledging yourſelves 1 

| bound to believe, and do all thoſe things which your God- A 
: fathers and God-mothers then undertook for you??! 4 
1 | nd | To 1 


a 


* It cannot, we imagine, be zmproper for thoſe members 
- of our churches to be confirmed who have arrived even to 

old age, and who have not had an opportunity to fubmit to 

this holy rite. | e 

Very probably, the greater number of ſuch perfons, were 

baptized in their infancy, and with reſpect to theſe, there are 
˖ the /ame reaſons to be offered why they ſhould be confirmed, 4 
as tho/e in youth, Indeed, ſuch perfons who are advanced 1 
in life, ſhould, we conceive, with alacrity, embrace the jir/# 7% 
2 opportumty to partake of the benefits of confirmation. 
: And /ach too, we apprehend, ſhould be the conduct of 
| thoſe communicants among us, who have net been con- 
: | firmed, . | | 
| The holy /acrament of the Lord's ſupper, is entirely diſ- 

tinct from the ſacred rite of confermation, and was inſtituted 

| to 
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| To which, each perſon ſolemnly arid audibly anſwers In 


the affirmative. 
As 


to anſwer a very different end, viz; to maintain in us a lively 
ſenſe of gratitude tor the death and paſſion of our Saviour; 
How different is u from the /olemn dedication of ourſelves 
to God; the ratzfication of bur bapti/mal vows and promiſes, 
in confirmation | ns | 
As it was not intended that the reception of the euchariſt 
ſhould releaſe us from an oZ/ervance of the ſacrament of bap- 
thin, we can diſcerri no reaſon why /uch an act ſhould free us 
from a ſubmiſſion to that rite which is a recognition and confit- 
mation of our baptiſiu. | oe 
He who communzcates, performs an act of devotion ; ex- 
"refſes his thankfulneſs for the death of Chriſt ; acknow- 
. his belief in him, and obligations to revere his precepts. 
And does not the non-communicant THUS; when he repeats 
the Creeds, and joins in the Liturgy of our chure ? '  - + 
Aut as neither of theſe perſons, by ſuch conduct, for- 
mally takes on himſelf his baptz/mal obligations, no ſufficient 
reaſon, we preſume, can be rendered, why both of them 
ſhould not be confirmed, if they have not received confirm- 
ation: 8 1 EN 4 ; : 
As this is an inſtitution of our church; as it is, in itſelf,” 
moſt ſolemn and edifying, and cannot, with the leaſt impro- 


preety, be regarded by any worthy communicant, for the fake 


of EXAMPLE, if for no other end, communicants, we are of | 
opinion, would att with prety and wi/dom, ſhould they Honor 
this /acred rite. 21 | 


Such, we are happy to mention; hath been the conduct of 
communicants in general, of the C:.xRcy, as well as of the 


LA1TY, in thoſe congregations, in the ſtates of New-York 


and New- Zerſey, (and we know not but in the other ftates,) 


wherein this rite Jath been adminiſtered ; and hereby, they 


have evinced their diſpoſetion tio regard ALL the ordinances 
of their chureh; to be con/i/tent epiſcopalians ; to © ful/il 
all righteouſneſs.” | | | | | 


B . a. eo Pg 


(48) 

As in this ordinance we ſo fully recognize our baptiſmal 
obligations, and ſo ſolemnly dedicate ourſelves to the ſervice 
of God, we, therefore, perceive that confirmation obviates 
ſeveral of the objections made to znfant baptiſin, and greatly 


enervates the plea of neceſſity, of thoſe who deny it's validi- 
ty, for rebaptizing ſuch as were baptized in their infancy. 


It is worthy of obſervation, that, in the 7ew/h church, a 

practice prevailed, which, to the Jews, was ſomething. ſimi- 
lar to confirmation, with ns. 
An author of eminence mentions, © That, in the Jewiſh 
church, when a child attained the age of thirteen years, the 
father, having taught him the principles of his religion, pre- 
ſented him, in a ſacred aſſembly, to undertake, in his own 
perſon, to become a ſon of the precept; that is, one who 
takes upon himſelf, from that period, obedience to the law 
of God, and to anſwer for his fins; and that, thereafter, 
prayer was made for his improvement in grace.” * 

It muſt be acknowledged that hrs ceremony, With great 
propriety, followed the rite of crcumciſion; which was a fi- 


gure of _ y__ ; as was the paſchal-ſupper, a ſymbol of the 


euchariſt. 


The impoſition of hands and prayer, by the biſhop, always 
attended confirmation; and it was cuſtomary to anoint 
thoſe who were confirmed with oil, to denote that heavenly 
unction that was received by them from above ;+ but this 
practice hath been diſcontinued by the church, ſince the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt have ceaſed to be conferred 
in confirmation. 

The ſanctifying and more ordinary e however, 
of the divine Spirit, may reaſonably be expecled to be com- 
municated, when this rite is duly adminiſtered. Our Savi- 
our has been gracioully pleaſed to men? that the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall be given to thoſe who aſk it:? And at what 
time can we ſo rationally hope to receive js bleſling, as 
in confirmation, when, agreeable to the will of God, 5 

Wit 


* Buxtorf. Synag. Judaic. | 
+ See Bingham' s antiquities, Vol, 1 Fol. 535, 5 36. 
7 Luke xi. 13. 
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with hearts of purity, we ſolemnly and publickly dedicate 
ourſelves to bim, and when, to our own prayers for his blef. 


_ ing, we have the prayers of the biſhop of the church, and of 


the whole congregation? 
The impoſition of hands was a ceremony uſed in all ſorts 

of benedithons ;—but more eſpecially in ordination, the re. 
conciliation of penitents, and in confirmation. | 

Saint Auguſtiu derives the impoſition of hands, for con- 
veying the holy Spirit, from the practice of the apoſtles;+ 
though there were very different effects from this ordinance, 
when adminiſtered by them, from what there were in the 
age in which he lived. | 

It is obſerved, bya celebrated author, That though men 
have not in confirmation, the gift of tongues conferred on 
them, as in the days of the apoſtles, they may, notwithſtand- 
ing, have other gifts, fufficient to teſtify the preſence of the 
divine Spirit; and alſo, to entitle the act of the impoſition 
of hands to the dignity of an apoſtolic inſtitution. | 

As baptiſm, in the primitive church, preceded confirma- 
tion; ſo this rite was adminiſtered, previous to the reception 
of the Lord's ſupper ; and this practice is enjoined by our 
cbiuch. 55 ES 

It was the general cuſtom of the church, in the firſt ages 
of chriſtianity, for thoſe who were confirmed, immediately to 
partake of the EUCHARIST, If,, however, there were any 
who had received confirmation, but did not communicate, they 


were, on that account, expoſed to the cenſures of the church, 


which were ſevere. | 
No reaſonable objection can be made againſt 7hat perſon's 


approaching the table of the Lord who has worthily received 


confirmation ;—on the contrary, it is, unqueſtionably, mo/t 


proper ; and it may be of great utility for thoſe who have 


been confirmed, to partake of the Lord's ſupper ;—that the 


grace they have received in confirmation, may thereby be 


augmented ; that they may be confirmed in goodneſs, and, in 
due 


* This learned and pious Father was born in 355. Lives 


ol the Fathers, Vol. II. Page 458. 20 


'+ Aug. de Trin. Lib. xv. Cap. xxvi. 
+ See Bingham's Antiquities, Vol. I. Fol, 538. 
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due time, © arrive to perfect men;—to the fulneſs of ature 
in Chuiſt Jeſus. ”* T . | 
It is ſaid by a judicious author ; © That the grace which 
we obtain by the reception of the Euchariſt, doth not begin, 
but continue life. No man, therefore, receiveih this ſacra- 
ment before baptiſm ; becauſe no dead thing is capable of 
nouriſhment,” Is 1 Vas | 
Salvation,“ he adds, © is propoſed to all men as their 
end; and thoſe who, by baptiſm, have laid the. foundation, 
and attained the fiiſt beginnings of a new life, have, in the 
Lord's ſupper, nouriſhment and food provided, for the pre- 
ſervation and perfection of that life.“ J 5 


- * 


The w/efulneſ5 of confirmation, when properly received, 
cannot juſtly be queſtioned. It, probably, will not only 
confirm us in our religious principles; cauſe us to © hold f.“ 
what, upon mature reflection, and due examination, we 
jullly eſteem to *begood,” + but convey tous thegrace of God ; 
awaken in us ſerious reflections; excite in us reſolutions 
of virtue; occaſion us duly to revere the divine precepts ; 
to be circumſpett in our actions; introduce us to the table 
of the Lord, and, indeed, greatly contribute to the advance- 
ment of our ſalvation. | 1 ee. | | 


Confirmation.“ ſays a pious author, would highly 


promote the truth and power of godlineſs and religion. It 
would bring good inſtructions to an happy effett, and cauſe 
every one who ſhould receive it, and fin thereafter, to biuſh 
and hang down his guilty head, when he ſhould call to 
mind that good confeſſion which he, in this ordinance, had 
openly made, before ſo many witneſſes. With what face 
could ke devote himſelf to ather/m and impiety, who, before 
God, and his holy angels; the biſhop, and an aſſembly of 
chriſtians, had perſonally acknowledged his belief of the 
chriſtian faith, and ſolemnly promiſedobedience to all God's 
commandments ; to renounce the devil and all his works ? 
Juſtice and honeſty muſt, from thenceforth, continually ad- 
moniſh ſuch a perſon, not to violate this ſacred engage» 
> ment z 


* Eph. iv. 1g. 
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ment; but to beware of the enormous ſin of ſacrilegious 
perjury. He muſt reflect, that many will appear as witneſ. 
ſes againſt him, if he ſhall tranſgreſs; that if he is regardleſs 
of his duty, he will, at laſt, bear teſtimony againſt himſelf, 
be condemned out of his own mouth; and that, if he {hatl 
continue to live in a courſe, contrary to his holy profeſſion, 
he can expett no other than that awful ſentence, mentioned 
in the goſpel, which Chriſt will pronounce againſt hypocrites, 
and all impenitent ſinners, in the day of judgment,“ 

„% Confirmation,” faith an excellent prelate of the church 
of England, is the conſummation and perfection; the cor. 
roborauon and ſtrength of baptiſm, and baptiſmal grace. In 
baptiſm, we undertake to do our duty; in confirmation, we 
3eceive further aid to perform it. In baptiſm, others pro- 
mile for us ; in confirmation, we engage tor ourſelves : we 
releaſe our ſponſers from their obligations made, at the font, 
in our behalf, and take them or ourſelves ; and we receive 
the advantage of the prayers of the biſhop, and all the church, 
offered up in our favour, In baptiſm, we give up our names 
to Chriſt, in confirmation, we put our ſeal to our profeſſion, 
and God affixes his ſeal to his promiſe,”| 

It was, therefore, with great reaſon that a learned and 
pious author, thus expreſſed himſelf on this ſubject. There 
3s no cauſe.“ ſaid he, „ wherefore we would doubt that we 
ſhall not receive benefit from confirmation ; but certainly 
cauſe to- complain of the neglect of this chrillian inſtitu- 


Ain 


T hough the ancient fathers of the . die not . 
confirmation eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, to thoſe who. 
had been baptiſed; they, however, entertained ſo high an 
idea of the utility of this rite, that if by any perſons it was 
treated with neglect or contem pt, ſuch, we are informed, 
1 75 artnarty denied eccleſiaſtical promotion and 1 
ordels. 2 | 


This 
See Dr. Patrick's exhortation to confirmation. 
Biſhop Taylor, on confirmation, 
Hooker's Ecclel. Polity, Lib. v. Page gog. 
+ Binghan:'s Antiquities, TIO: : 17 540. 
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This inſtitution is, by all ancient writers, regarded to be 
co-eval with the apoſtles, and derived from their example 


5 and practice ; and there are ſeveral paſſages of ſacred writ 


which are adduced in it's favor; particularly, tbe eighth 
chapter of the acts of the apoſtles; wherein mention is made 
of the laying on of hands, of two of them, upon thoſe whom 
Philip, of the order of deacons, had baptized ; the words 
are theſe. . „ 

%% But when they (the Samaritans) believed Philip, preach- 


ing the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized both men and 
women. Now when the apoſtles, which were at Jeruſalem, 


| heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they ſent 


unto them Peter and John; who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Ghoſt. (For as yet He was fallen upon none of them : 


Only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus.) 
Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the 


Holy Ghoſt.” 


SAINT CYPRIAN, on this text, thus expreſſed himſelf.* 


„The faithful, in Samaria,” ſaid he, © had already been 
baptized ; that which was wanting, Peter and John ſupplied, 
by prayer and impoſition of hands, to the end the Holy 


Ghoſt might be poured upon them. Which alſo is done. 


ar.0ng our/clves, when thoſe who have been baptized, are 


brought to the prelates of the church, to obtain by their 


prayer and zmpoſitzon of hands, the Holy Gholt.”F 


SAINT JEROME was of opinion that this act of the 
apoſties, at Samaria, fully authorized the practice of the 
church in adminiſtering confirmation to thoſe who had been 


baptized. N 
Cn? 5 SAINT 


— —— 


* Saint Cyprian, fo much diſtinguiſhed for his humility, 
fortitude, zeal, charity, and other good qualities, was conſti- 


| tuted biſhop of Carthage, about 248, arid ſuffered martyr- 


dom in 258. Lives of the Fathers, Vol. I. P. 125, 132. 


+ Cypr. Ep. 73. 
+ Heron. cout. Lucifer. Cap. IV. 
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(6) 
Saur AvGusTiN alſo, was of the fame ſentiment. 
And becauſe ſome might object, chat this apoſtolical prac- 


tice was deſigned to obtain a very different end from that 
which is expected from the impoſition of the biſhop's hands 


at preſent, the ordinary gifts only, of the divine ſpirit, he 


replies to this objection, and obſerves, that notwithſtanding 
any ſuch difference in the effects of confirmation, it may 
truly be ſaid to have deſcended from the apoſtles. | 

% For,” ſays he, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given 


In the catholick church by the impoſition of hands, our fore- 


fathers would have us underſtand ht which Saint Paul 
alludes to when he ſays, * The love of God is ſhed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Gheft which is given us.'F This 
is that charity which thoſe have not who are cut off from 


the communion of the church; and though ſuch * ſhould 


ſpeak with the tongues of men and angels; and underſtand 
all myſteries; and all knowledge, it would profit them no- 
thing ;* for tho/e have not the LOVE of Gop, who love not 
the UNITY of the CHURCH.” | g : 

+ The Holy Spirit,“ he adds © that is now given by the 


impoſition of hands, does not appear by any ſenſible and mi- 


raculous effects attending it, as was the caſe in the infant 
ſtate of the church, and neceſſary to it's extenſion and ſupport, 
Who now expects that thoſe who receive the impofition 
of hands, ſhould immediately ſpeak with new iongues? The 
love of God, however, is ſuppoſed to be diffuſed into their 
hearts, inviſibly and latently ; ſo that they may truly ſay, 
That the love of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt that is given them. T? | 

On this ſubject he further ſays. * Hereby we know that 


God abides in us, by the ſpirit which he hath given us.] If 


thou art ſenſible that thou haſt in thy heart the love of God, 

thou haſt this knowledge from the divine ſpirit. In the fuſt 

age of the church the Holy Ghoſt fell on thoſe who believed, 

and they ſpake tongues they had never learned, as the ſpirit 
| gave 


* Aug. de Trin. Lib. xv. Cap. xxvi. 
+ Rom. v. 5. | 

X Ang. de Bap. Lib. III. Cap. xvi. 
| 2 John III. 24. | 


+ Ca. 
ve them utterance. Theſe were ſigns proper for that peri- 
od; it was then neceſſary the Holy Ghoſt ſhould enable 
men to ſpeak all languages ; becauſe the goſpel was to be 
propagated through the world in every tongue; which hav- 


ing been effected, through the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, theſe gifts have ceaſed. “- | 


Another evidence in ſupport of confirmation, is deduced 
from Saint Paul's confirming thoſe diſciples he met with at 
Epheſus, who had received only the baptiſm of John, 

They werebaptized,” ſaith the ſacred text, * in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus ; and when Paul laid his hands upon them, 
the Holy Ghoſt came on them; and they ſpake with 
tongues and prophelied.”F | 

- Theſe. perſons, who in © number were about twelve,” 
were firſt inſtructed into the principles of chriſtianity ; they - 
next made a public acknowledgment of their faith, by being 
baptized in the name of Chriſt ; and, immediately thereafter, 
by impoſition of the apoſtles hands, were confirmed in their 
_ chriſtian profeſſion, by the reception of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
it's viſible and extraordinary gifts; accommodated to the ne- 
ceſſity of thoſe early days of chriſtianity, and therefore, of 
them, it may, with great truth be affimed, in the language of 
Saint Paul to the Epreſrans ; That after they believed, they 
were ſcaled with the Holy Spirit of promiſe. 7 | 


We ſhall mention but one text more which hath been 
often cited to evince that confirmation hath the evidence of 
apoſtolical practice. 

Saint Paul, in the ſixth chapter of his epiſtle to the He- 
brews, in the firſt and ſecond verſes, exhorts them to holi- 
neſs and ſteadfaſtneſs in the chriſtian faith. 

„Therefore“ ſays he, © leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Chriſt [though your ſmall proficiency in them 
makes it ſeem almoſt neceſſary to diſcourſe anew of them 
to you, ] let us go on unto perfection, | that is, to the dot. 

| rines 

* Aug. Traft. vi. in 1. Joan. III. Tom. ix. p. 254+ 

+ Atis xix. 5, 6, | | 

+ Ephel. i. 13, 
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rines which will render you perfect men in the knowledge | 


of Chriſt, ] not laying again the foundation of | Chriſhanity 
in the doctrines of] repentance from dead works, | that is, 
from works deſerving death, Rom. vi. 2g. viii. 13.] and of 
faith towards God. | And] of the doctrine of baptiſms, | that 
of water and of the ſpirit, by which thoſe who repent and 
believe, are initiated into the church of Chriſt ] and of laying 
on of hands, [after baptiſm, for receiving of the Holy 
Ghoſt] and of the reſurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment; [the great motives to engage all chriſtians here- 


in to exerciſe themſelves, to have always confciences void 


of offence towards God and towards men, Acts xxxiv. 15, 
16. |* 


and among theſe, zmpo/e tion of hands, (which the apoſtles 


uſed in confirming thoſe who were baptized, and invocating 


the Holy Ghoſt upon them) 1s reckoned as a part of the 
foundation; and, therefore, thoſe who acknowledge it not, 
may be ſaid to dig up this foundation. —W here Saint Paul 
calls it the doctrine of the laying on of hands, it not only 
appears to be a laſting miniſtry, as no part of the chriſtian 
doctrine can be changed nor aboliſhed; but alſo, to be of di- 


vine ꝛnſtitution.—If it was not ſo, the apoſtle would have 


been guilty of that, for which our Saviour reproved the 
ſcribes and phariſces ; ; The teaching for doarines, the com- 


mandments of men;* which, as we cannot ſuppoſe him 


chargeable with, we muſt, therefore, infer, that this dottrine 


of impoſition of hands, « or confirmation, is apoſtolical and 
divine. 1 


That 


* Theſe words are chus nat by the learned Dr. 
Fhuty. 


t Sec Biſhop Taylor's diſcourſe on e bes 


BisHoe TAYLOR, on this . obſerves, aha 
here are ſix fundamental points of Saint Paul's catechiſm, | 
which he regarded as the foundationof the chriſtian church; 


-_—_ 
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That celebrated reformer, JouN CALVIN, on this text, 
delivered his ſentiments in the following manner. 

« Thoſe, without the church, did not come to baptiſm 
before they had made confeſſion of their faith, in theſe, there- 
fore, catechiſm was wont to precede. But the children of 
the faithful, becanſe adopted from the womb, and by 
right of promiſe belonging to the church, were baptized 
while infants; but their infancy being paſt, after they were 

inſtructed in the faith, they did alſo offer themſelves to ca- 
techiſm; and then another ſymbol was added, namely, im- 
pofation of hands. This one place, therefore, doth abund- 
_ teſufy, that the original of this ceremony proceeded 
from the APOSTLES; though afterwards it was turned in- 
to ſuperſtition; as the world doth commonly degenerate 
from the belt inſtitutions, to corruptions. Let us therefore 
know,” ſaid he, © that it was inſtituted by the firſt authors 
to be a ſolemn rite of prayer, as AI, alſo calls it. 
They deſigned indeed, by this ſymbol, to approve the con- 
feſſion of faith made by youth; but thought of nothing leſs 
than thereby to render void the ſacrament of baptiſm. 
Wherefore, the pure inſtitution of this rite is to be retained; 
but the ſuperſtition of it correfted.”* 

In his book of inſtitutions, t he ſays; * This was the 
cuſtom of old, that the children of chriſtians, after they were 
grown up, were preſented before the biſhop to fulfil that 
office which was required of adults at their baptiſm ; for 
theſe ſat among the Catechumens, *till being duly inſtructed 
in the myſter! ies of the faith, they were able to make a con- 

feſſion 


—U—ü— — 


4 It is worthy of notice, that ſeveral of the reformed 
curches which do not retain the rite of confirmation, make 
ule of a ceremony, which, in a great degree, appears delign- 
ed to anſwer it's ſalutary intention, w1z. That, which'by them 
is ſtiled, THE OWNING OF THE COVENANT; which, 
it is conceived, is unneceſlary here to explain. 

* Baptiſmo, Lib. iii. Cap. xvi. 
Lib. iv. Cap. 1 4 
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( 50 ) 
feſſion of the ſame before the biſhop and people. They 


were examined by the biſhop, according to a certain and 


common form of catechiſm, which they then had; and that 


this action, which otherwiſe deſervedly ought to be grave 
and holy, might have the more reverence and honour, the 
ceremony of impoſition of hands was added. And thus the 
child, his faith being approved of, was diſmiſſed with a ſo. 
lemn benediction. Of this cuſtom the ancients often make 
mention.—Such an impoſition of hands therefore,” conti- 
nues he, © as is done barely in the room of benediQtion, I 
commend, and would it was reſored to a pure uſe.” 

«© The apoſtle,” faith BEE A, 4 numbers here five 
heads of catechiſm, viz. The profeſſion 'of amendment of 
life, (thatis repentance from dead works) the ſum of faith 
concerning God; the compendious explication of doctrine 
that was wont to be delivered to the unlearned, eſpecially at 
baptiſm, and the 2mpoſetton of hands; the head of the reſur. 
rection of the dead, and of future judgment.” 

« This doctrine,“ ſaith PISc A TOR, of repentance from 
dead works, and faith towards God, was delivered to the Ca- 
techumens before they were baptized, or confirmed in the 
Chriſtian faith, by the impoſition of hands. When children 
have been taught the doctrine of repentance and faith, they 
are to make a profeſſion thereof before the church, and to 
be confirmed by the 2mpoſetion of hands.” T 

We ſhall conclude the obſervations on theſe words of 
Saint Paul, in the language of a modern and juſtly eſteemed 
expoſitor of the Engliſh church. 5 * 3 ie 


. 
5. Kc. 


* Theodorus Bcza was much eſteemed by Calvin, (whom 
he ſucceeded in the church of Geneva,) he wrote learnedly 
againſt the errors of the church of Rome ; he was born in 
1519 and lived 86 years. See Bayle Hiſt. Ditt. 

| Zohn Piſcator, was a proteſtant German divine; he 
commented on the New-Teſtament, and died at Straſburgh 
in 1346. Collier's Hiſtorical, &c. Dit, | 

t Obſerv. in loc. F Burkett, 


— 


8 „ 24 


( 51 ) 


The doctrine of laying on of hands,” ſays he, * is to 
confirm baptized perſons in the faith, and to oblige and en- 
able them to keep the covenant they entered into with God, 
when they were baptized; which was done before their ad- 
miſſion to the Lord's table. Impoſition, or laying on of 
hands, was an ancient and venerable rite, uſed in the primi- 
tive church on ſeveral occaſions; particularly, in ordination 
and abſolution of penitents ; in healing the ſick ; in confer- 
ring the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. (Acts vii. 17.) And, laſt- 
ly, in confirmation, when baptized perſons were brought be- 
fore the church, to acknowledge, confirm, and renew their 
baptiſmal covenant with God; and to receive the benefit of 
publick prayer, and epiſcopal benedittion, in order to fur- 
ther endowments of grace, that they might perform their 
vows; adorn their profeſſion, and be admitted to the Lord's 
table, as compleat members of the viſible church of Chriſt,” * 

7 As 


E 


* See, on this text, Stackhouſe's Body of Divinity, Vol. 
II. Fol. 751. Hammond's works, Vol. III. Fol. 700. 

There are ſeveral other texts which have been cited in fa- 
vor of confirmation; for an explication of which, the reader 
1s referred to the authors on confirmation who have been 
quoted in this diſcourſe, and in theſe notes; and allo, to a 
treatiſe of Doclor Hammond on this ſubjec . 

One of thele paſſages of ſacred writ, is Acts ii. 4. A 
writer, who is generally regarded to be Euſebius Emiſſenus; 
but whom ſome learned men ſuppoſe to be Euchierius, of Ly- 
ons; or Hilary, of Arles, about the year 450, in this man- 
ner expreſſes his ſentiments on confirmation from this text. 

That which zmpoſetion of hands,” lays he, now gives 
to every one in confirming xeophytes, (thole regenerated) the 
ſame did the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt then conter on all 
believers. But becauſe we have ſaid, that impoſition of hands, 
in confirmation, confers ſomething on him who 1s born a- 
gain and regenerated in Chriſt, perhaps fome one will be 
ready to ſay, * What can the miniſtry of confirmation profit 


me, aftei the myſtery of baptiſm ?—L, after baptiſm, we Ou 
the 
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As the rite of confirmation, is thus ſanctioned by the holy 


ſcriptures, and the > general prattice of churches of Chriſt, in 


all ages; as it is, in itſelf, moſt rational, and calculated if W 


productive 


the addition of a new office, then have we not received all 
that was neceſſary at the font. It is not fo, beloved. For, 
if you obſerve, in the military life, when the emperor hath 
choſen one to be a ſoldier, he does not only affix a mark or 
character on him, but furniſhes him with competent arms 
for fighting; — thus it is with a baptized perſon, the benedic- 
tion is his armour. Thou haſt made him a ſoldier; give him 


alſo the weapons of warfare. What doth it profit, though a 
ſather confers a great eſtate upon a child, if he doth not alſo 


provide him a tutor? The Holy Ghoſt is the keeper, and 
comforter, and tutor of thoſe who are regenerated in Chriſt, 
If we ſhall aſk, What advantage did the apoſtles receive by 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, after the paſſion and reſuc- 
rettion of Chriſt ?* The Lord himſelf evidently ſhewed us, 
when he ſaid, * I have many things to ſay unto you, but ye 
cannot hear them now. Howbeit, when he the ſpirit of 


truth is come, he will guide you into all truth.“ When the 


Holy Ghoſt is given, the heart of a believer is dilated and 
enlarged with prudence and conſtancy, Before the deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the apoſtles were terrified, even to the 
denial of Chriſt; but after his viſitation, they were armed 
with a contempt of death, even to ſuffer mariyrdom for his 
fake.” Euleb. Emiſſen. Hom. de Penticoſt. 

It may not be amiſs to mention here, a tew other teſtimo- 
nies from the anczents in ſupport of confirmation, and alſo the 


ſentiments of ſome foreign divines of reformed churches, 
V ho were not in communion with the church of England. 


EUSEB1US (in his Eeclef. Hiſt. Lib. iii. book xx.) men- 


tions, from SAINT CLEMENS, (who in 188 was made 


catechiſt in the ſchool of Alexandria, and who was tutor to 
Origen) that SAINT JOUN, when he returned to Epheſus, 
from his baniſhment by Domitian, to the iſle of Patmos, go- 
ing into the adjacent country, to diſcharge the duties of his 
functi on, 


„ 


productive of very happy effects, we cannot, therefore, but 
applaud the prety and wi/dom of the church of England, at 


the teme of the reformation, in retaining this inſtitution ; 


after 


function, he was ſmitten with the goodly appearance of a. 


young man, and commended him to the care of an Aſian 
biſhop, who paid great attention to the youth, and inſtrufted 
him in the principles of chriſtianity. Some time thereafter, 


however, the young man, by evil companions, ſuffered him- 


ſelf to become very diſſolute, and even to be guilty of theft, 
and ſeveral enormous crimes. Saint John, returning tothat 
country, ſought out the youth; pathetickly addreſſed him; 
reclaiming him from vice, and confirmed him. 
TERTULLIAN, a preſbyter of Carthage, who was con- 
verted to chriſtianity about 196, ſays; that“ after baptiſm 
hands are laid on by way of benediction; calling to, and 
inviting down, the holy ſpirit.” De Baptiſmo, Cap. VI, VIII. 
FIRMILIAN, biſhop of Cæſarea in Capadocia, and who 
in 256, aſſiſted at the council of Iconium, compares the im- 
pofition of the biſhop's hands, on ſuch as were baptized, to 
invocate the holy ſpirit, to that of Saint Paul upon thoſe he 


baptized at Epheſus, Firmil. Ep. 75. ap. Cyp. 2. P. 221. 


In the CouNnciL of ELVIRA, in Spain, which was held, 


about 303, it was determined, © that the biſhop ſhould 


confirm thoſe who had not been baptized in his preſence.” 
Canon XXXVIII, LXXVII. 

MELCUuI1ADES, who ſucceeded Euſebius, in the Pontificate 
311, in his 5 2 to the biſhops of Spain, ſhews the hroprie- 
ty and utility of confirmation. . 

SAINT AMBROSE, who was biſhop of Milan, and born 
about 333, upon Heb. vi. 2. where the apoſile joins impo- 
ſition of hands with baptiſm, notes; That it means the 


impoſition of hands, which is ſuppoſed to confer the Holy 


Ghoſt, and that 2% rite was adminiflered by biſhops after 
baptiſm, for the confirmation of men in the unity of the 


church of Chriſt.“ 


In confirmation, (ſaid GREGORY NAZZIANZ EN, who 
| was 
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after having ſeparated from i it, every practice that was offen- 


ſive, or ſuperſti tious. 


But 


— 


was We of Conſtantinople, and born about 324.) we re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt, as the earneſt of our inheritance; as 


the ſeal of our ſalvation.” 


SAINT CHRVYSOSTOM flouriſhed alſo in the foul: cen- 
tury. By the 2mpoſetton of hands, laid he, on thoſe who 
were baptized, they received the Holy Gholt.“ 


Without quoting any thing more from the ancients, on 


this ſubject, it may not be altogether ſuperfluous to obſerve, 
that in 1691, Sir PETER KING, afterwards LORD CHax- 
CELLOR of England, publiſhed his celebrated book, entitled, 


An Enquiry into the conſtitution, diſcipline, unity and 


worſhip of the primitive church, that flouriſhed within 


the ft 300 years after Chriſt, faithfully collected out of the 


extant writings of thoſe ages, by an impartial hand.“ And 
that, in this work, he more than once mentions, that the ite 
of confirmation was e by the e church ; Page 
83, 84, 88. 


A church, or dioceſs, in the valies of Piedmont, from the 
days of the apoſtles, to the period of the reformation, pre- 


ſerved a very conſiderablæ degree of purity, both in fait and 


manners. See Dr. Allix's remarks on the hiflory of the 


ancient churches of Piedmont. And Moſherm's Eccleſ. Hiſt. 


Vol. II. Page 432. | Note g.] It appears from the/e remarks 
of Dr. Alliæx, page 8. that the church of Piedmont, in it's 
very early ſtate, adminiſtered confirmation to thoſe who were 
baptized. | 


The doctrines of that diſtinguiſhed reformer, PETER 


WALDUS who lived in the twelfth century, with incredi- 


ble rapidity, though greatly oppoſed, diffuſed itſelf through 


Europe. In 1504, the WALDENSES, in their confeſſion 
of faith exhibited to Ulad:/laus, king of Hungary, ſpeak 
thus with reſpett to the rite of confirmation, 

«© We 


> aw AA _T.. 


: (85% | 
But while the Engliſh church was in the enjoyment of 


this /acred rite, how many, in communion with her, in hzs 
country, were deprived of the privilege and advantages of 
confirmation 

Their 


. 
% We confeſs, with a fazth taken out of the divine ſcrip- 


tures, that, in the times of the apoſtles, this was obſerved. 
Thoſe, who being come to the ripeneſs of years, and who 


had not received the promiſed gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, re- 


ceived them afterwards by prayer and zmpoſetion of hands, 
for the confirmation of the faith. The ſame we think alſo 
of infants.” Confeſſ. Waldenſ. de Confirm. | 

In their apology to the Marque/s of Brandenburgh, in 
1532, adverting to infants who have been baptized, they 
ſay : That when they ſhall have come to yeers of diſcre- 
tion, and underſtand the faith, and begin truly to love Chriſt, 
we bring them to the profeſſion of thoſe things, even what- 
ſoever they have attained to by the help of their parents, or 
godfathers, or by the miniſtry of the church, that they may 
themſelves, of their own accord, moſt freely own and profeſs 
all thoſe things before the whole church, to their own. ſal- 
vation, in the celebration of the 7:te of impoſition of hands; 
which being done, they are confirmed. And there is forth- 
with given them full power and right to communzcate of the 
body and blood of Chrift, with the faithful.” Apolog. Part 
IV. | 

The BOHEMIAN BRETHREN, (a remnant of the Sa- 
vonique church, and the diſciples of Wickl:ffe, Huſs and Je- 
rome of Prague) thus deſcribe their mode of adminiſtering 
confirmation, by their bz/hop, COoMENIUS. 

** The young ones,” ſaith he,“ having been taught the 
heads of religion at home, by their parents and ſureties; or 
at ſchool, by their maſters, are publickly delivered to the 
care of their paſtors in the church, before the reception of 
the Lord's ſupper, moſt uſually at the time of paſtoral viſi- 
tation, after this manner : 

I. The words of Chriſt, Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me 

| all 


2 IIA PP, Ls > AIG 11s 


8 * — — 1 > * 1 
. bo, 


& EONS n 


a — * — 1 " _— a 4 \ of N = \ — — -— \ \ —_ 
BI 38, E. r . : i * EE . F ö P . . : din — A ER —_— 
A . ye > ny - l * y a en ok 1 as rand 7 $4 A *% +. \ . »4+ - 4 * * 2 . —— 2 
ey - pon hn r 9 A * © oe r = Ns bk Spy 8 — 2 2208 — 1 94 a 3 n 2 > / 
23 2 & SS OE 5 — hs * e 2 — —— — — = - — — MA ID | == 
; __ : : — — 2 oo —— > — — — . * — q a = - * E. ; —— 
: — - _ . py p 2 _— —_—_— — : — — wg a | | 3 
i e a n = n 2 — . a  _ ** ” 5 A ol 


3 


* eals 
3 


1 
=, | 
2 * 

8 


N * 1 


8 


ITT” 


*. * 2 * $a 
PR 5 c 


— 2 * 7 Ln hs hs i Ag * 2 ä 

706 „r ,, ß 

— — —— TS ' l —— 
3 2 


* 
n 
8 


— ; —— 4 *—D 
- eye 


- . 5 = was ag T7, oy ny 
4 hay © E 5 * 
% 


3 . 8 3 


o 


1 * — — * * r b 


2 . — 7 9 = 
* Sp "an TY *% »s. = k 

7 
W N : c _ 


— IR ü III —— 


656 
Their juſt title to the benefits which reſult from the ad. 


miniſtration of is ordinance, together with the advantages 
they would have enjoyed, in conſequence of having a com- 
petent number of the prelatical order, reſident among them, 


was, 


all that labour,” &c. are read, with a ſhort explication of 
them. 

II. The youth of both ſexes, appointed thereunto and pre- 
examined by the paſtor, are placed in order in the middle 
of the church. 

III. Then they are aſked, whether they in renew the 
covenant they entered into with God at baptiſm ? 

IV. This being conſented to by them, the heads of the 
covenant are explained, according to the form preſcribed by 
the apoſtle to Titus, Chap. ii. II, 12, 13. Denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts; to live righteouſly, ſoberly, 
and godly in this preſent world; looking for the bleſſed 
hope,” &c. And they are required openly, before the church, 
to renounce the world, the devil and the fleſh, &c. 

V. Next, a profeſſion of faith is demanded of them, ſo 
that they all repeat aloud the apoſtles creed. 

VI. Then, on their knees, ſaying after the miniſter, they 
pray unto God, to forgive the ſins of their youth, and 
ſtrengthen them by his holy ſpirit, unto all the good purpoſe 
of his will; which alſo the whole aſſembly doth, praying 
for them. After the prayers, 

VII. There is a declaration, to theſe young diſoip les, of 
their right to participate of the Lord's ſupper. 

And, laſtly, there is added the apoſtolical rite of impoſition 
of hands, with the invocation of the name of God upon them, 
to ſtrengthen, (or confirm) the hope of his heavenly grace.“ 

The LEIDEN DIVINES, (in their ſynop ſis pueroris the- 
ologiz, Dif. xlvii.) obſerve, * That it is probable this doc- 
trine of impoſition of hands, is referred to that care of the 
ancient church, whereby children, inſtrutted in catechetical 
dofrine, before they were admitted to partake of the Lord's 
lopp per, were 8 to the church, to anſwer . 

the 


( 87 ) 
: was more than once, publickly mentioned, and inſiſted on, 
both in England and America. | 

But this voice of reaſon, juſtice and religion, was not re- 
| garded ! We are wilhng, however, to bury in oblivion, the 
conduct 


D 


1 che faith, and commended by prayer unto God, the rite of 
inhoſition of hands being added thereunto; which was a 


2 gelture of thoſe who pray and bleſs, even from the time of 
le the patriarchs.” a. 

 CHEMNITIUS, a Lutheran clergyman of eminence, ſays ; 
ne Our divines have often ſhewed, that the ite of confirma- 

tion (unprofitable, ſuperſtitious, and anti- ſcriptural traditions, 
he being removed from it) might be piouſly uſed, and to the edi- 
by fication of the church, according to the conſent of ſcripture, 
n- after this manner, viz. That thoſe who have been baptized 


in their infancy, when come to years of diſcretion, ſhould 
be diligently inſtrufted in a certain and plain catechiſm, of 
the doctrine of the church; and when they ſeem competent- 
ly to have underſtood the principles of it, ſhould afterwards 
be preſented to the biſhop and church; and there the child 
that was baptized in infancy, ſhould, | 

I. Be admonithed, in a ſhort and plain manner, concern- 
ing his baptiſm, viz. what, how, why, and into what, he 
was baptized ; What the whole Trinity, in that baptiſm, 
conferred upon him, and ſealed to him ; namely, the cove- 
nant of peace and grace; and how there was then made a 
renunciation of ſatan ; a profeſſion of faith, and promiſe of 
| eff. a | 
ion II. The child himſelf ſhould ſtand before the church; 
em, FEmake ap roperand public confeſſion of this doctrine and faith. 


ce. III. He ſhould be queſtioned about the chief heads of the 
the- Ichriſtian religion, and where he hath not a proper know- 
doc- 8 N ledge 

the: — — —— —— 
tical ＋ Particularly, by Doclor Secker, Archbiſhop of Canter. 


ord's Fury ; and the Rev. Doctor Chandler, of Elizabeth Town, 
ning In New-Jerley. See his appeal to the public, printed in 
le 1767. 1 8 | | 
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1 
Their juft title to the benefits which reſult from the ad. 


miniſtration of 2% ordinance, together with the advantages 

they would have enjoyed, in conſequence of having a com- 

petent number of the prelatical order, reſident among them, 
Was, 


all that labour,” &c. are read, with a ſhort explication of 
them. 
II. The youth of both ſexes, appointed thereunto and pre- 


examined by the paſtor, are placed in order in the middle | 


of the church, 

III. Then they are aſked, whether they will renew the 
covenant they entered into with God at baptiſm ? 

IV. This being conſented to by them, the heads of the 
covenant are explained, according to the form preſcribed by 
the apoſtle to Titus, Chap. 11. 11, 12, 13. © Denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts; to live righteouſly, ſoberly, 
and godly in this preſent world; looking for the bleſſed 
hope,” &c. And they are required openly, before the church, 
to renounce the world, the devil and the fleſh, &c. 

V. Next, a profeſſion of faith is demanded of them, ſo 


that they all repeat aloud the apoſtles creed. | 
VI. Then, on their knees, ſaying after the miniſter, they 


pray unto God, to forgive the {ins of their youth, and 
ſtrengthen them by his holy ſpirit, unto all the good purpole 
of his will; which alſo the whole aſſembly doth, praying 
for them. After the prayers, 
VII. There is a declaration, to theſe young dilcip les, of 
their right to participate of the Lord's ſupper. _ * 
And, laſtly, there is added the apoſtolical rite of impoſition 
of hands, with the invocation of the name of God upon them, 
10 ſtrengthen, (or confirm) the hope of his heavenly grace.“ 
The LEIDEN DIVINES, (in their ſynop ſis pueroris the- 
ologize, Dif. xlvii.) obſerve, * That it is probable this doc- 


trine of impoſetion of hands, is referred to that care of the 


ancient church, whereby children, inſtructed in catechetical 

doctrine, before they were admitted to partake of the Lord's 

lapper, were — to the church, to anſwer concerning 
the 
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was more than once, publickly mentioned, and inſiſted on, 
both in England and America. Tr | 
; But this voice of reaſon, juſtice and religion, was not re- 
garded ! We are willing, however, to bury in oblivion, the 
H conduct 


f the faith, and commended by prayer unto God, the rite of 
inpoſition of hands being added thereunto ; which was a 
— gelture of thoſe who pray and bleſs, even from the time of 
e the patriarchs.“ N „ 
| CHEMNITIUS, a Lutheranclergyman of eminence, ſays ; 
e Our divines have often ſhewed, that the ite of confirma- 
tion (unprofitable, ſuperſtitious, and anti-ſcriptural traditions, 
being removed from it) might be pioufly uſed, and to the edi- 
fication of the church, according to the con/ent of ſcripture, 
after this manner, viz. That thoſe who have been baptized 
in their infancy, when come to years of diſcretion, ſhould 
be diligently inſtructed in a certain and plain catechifm, of 
the doctrine of the church; and when they ſeem competent- 
ly to have underſtood the principles of it, ſhould afterwards 
be preſented to the biſhop and church ; and there the child 
that was baptized in infancy, ſhould, | 
I. Be admoniſhed, in a ſhort and plain manner, concern- 


was baptized : What the whole Trinity, in that baptiſm, 
conferred upon him, and ſealed to him ; namely, the cove- 
nant of peace and grace; and how there was then made a 


of renunciation of ſatan ; a profeſſion of faith, and promiſe of 
wenn EE... fd 
ion II. The child himſelf ſhould ſtand before the church; 
m, make ap roperand public confeſſion of this doctrine and faith. 
er III. He ſhould be queſtioned about the chief heads of the 
he- chriſtian religion, and where he hath not a proper know- 
OC- = ledge 
the — — ( —— — | — 
ical + Particularly, by Dodlor Secker, Archbiſhop of Canter- 


rd's bury ; and the Rev. Doctor Chandler, of Elizabeth Town, 
ing Jin 568 See his appeal to the public, printed in 
4 1767. es | 


ing his baptiſm, viz. what, how, why, and into what, he 
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( 88 J 
condutt of thoſe whoſe DUTY it was to . honored it. 
with attention! 
In the courſe of divine providence, the ſcene is now 
changed ! With the entire acquieſcence, and ſincere good 


wiſhes, we hope, of all denominations of chriſtians, here and 
in England, our church, at it length, is 3 organized; 


We 


ledge of any doctrine, he ſhould be more fully informed re- 
ſpetting it. 

IV. He ſhould be put in ni and declare by this pro- 
feſſion, how he differs from all heathen, heretical, fanatic, 
and profane opinions. 

V There ſhould be added, a grave and ſerious exhortation, 
out of the word of God ; that he ſhould perſevere rm good. 
neſs, and by going forward therein, be farther confirmed in 
the covenant of baptiſm, and 1n that doctrine and faith. And 
next, 

VI. Public prayer ſhould be woe for thoſe children, that 
God, by his holy ſpirit, would vouchſafe to govern, preſerve 
and confirm them, in this profeſſion ; Whereunto, without 
ſuperſtition, may be added zmpo/itton of hands. Nor would 
that prayer be vain ; for it is warranted by the promiſes con- 
cerning the gift of perſeverance, and grace of confirmation.” 

8 Such a vie of confirmation,” adds this author, would 
very much profit youth, and the whole church; forit would 
be agreeable both to ſcripture and pure antiquity.” Exam, 
Concil. Trident. part II. de .Confimm. 

The ASSSEMBLY of DLVINES, held at WESTMINSTER 
in 1644, in their annotations on 2 Tim. i. 6. ſay ; That 
the laing on of hands, which is uſually called confirmation, 
ſtood, I, In examining thoſe who had been baptized ; what 
progreſs they had made in the dottrine of chriſtianity. And 
II, In praying for them; that God would continue them in 
the faith, and give them more grace, ſtrengthening them by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Now when the chief paſtor, or paſtors of 
the church, (ſay they) prayed for them, they /a:d their hands 
upon them ; whence the apoſtolic conſlitution was called lay- 
ng on of h rands. So Saint Aug uſtin; and ſo moſt of the 
Fathers, with one conſent.” 


| 
1 


(91 
we enjoy the benefits of the epiſcopal function, and, agree- 
able to our original and uniform deſires, in it's apoſtolic and 
primitive ſimplicity ! 

GRATITUDE to Heaven ſhould be ours, for this favor ! 
and we humbly aſſure ourſelves, that by ws, it will be duly 
improved J Rs | | 

This congregation, but a few hours paſt, were, for the 
firſt time, invited to participate of the advantages proceed- 
ing from the holy re of confirmation] Great numbers re- 
e- joiced in the opportunity to honor this inſtitution, and to par- 

take of it's bleſſings ! | 
o- How ſolemn and affecting was the ſcene! A worth 
ic, paſtor, going before the flock, to lead them to the altar of 
God, that they might renew their covenant with him; ratify 
their baptz/mal vows and 27 ; anew devote themſelves 
to his es and obtain his bleffing ! | 

The pious ſaint, beheld the ſight with pleaſure ! Holy an- 
gels, we truſt, contemplated it with rapture ! And the Gop 
of grace, we may rationally believe, indulged it with his 
imile of approbation ; with his heavenly benediction! 

He accepted, we truſt, the holy offering, and, in gentle 
effuſions, conveyed his HOLY SPIRIT into the hearts of tho/e 
I who thus dedicated themſelves to his ſervice; to enable 
them to revere his will; to prepare them for the enjoyments 
of his preſence ! | | 

Happy event! Shall we not hope to behold very ſalutary 
elfects of this conſecration of themſelves to God? 

Were they made partakers of the HoLy GHOST May 
we not therefore, in their future conduct, expect to behold 
rER Wile bleſſed conſequences of their reception of the $PIKIT 
That Wot unity and peace; wiſdom and purity ; harmony and love? 


A. bs < 


what. Superfluous, we hope, it is, to enforce on them, by argu- 
And ents of perſuaſion, the prous exhortation of SAINT BAR- 
min NAB As, in our text! 


m by Upon tbe perſecution that aroſe about Stephen, ſome 
rs of f the diſciples who were ſcattered abroad, preached the 
fands opel,“ with ſucceſs, „at Antioch.” „When tidings 
I /ay- Flereof came to the ears of the church which was in Jeru- 


aem, they ſent Barnabas to Antioch,” to vilit theſe proſe, 
| lites 
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lites to chriſtianity; to eſtabliſh them in the faith, and, pro. 
bably, to confirm them. | 8 3 
When became and ſaw” the effects of © the grace of 
God,” he © was glad; tranſported with holy joy; and; 
with great fervor, © exhorted them all, that, zwith Purpoſe 


of heart ;” with the greateſt ſincerity ; with invincible for. 


titude, reſolution and patience, notwithſtanding the oppoſli. 
tion they might meet with, ** they would cleave unto the 


LoR D;“ with firmneſs, Aber to his doctrines; with pie- 


ty, reverence his ordinances, and precepts ; with diligence, 
endeavor to promote his glory, and, in all their actions, to 


We cannot doubt but theſe NEW DISCIPLES were obe. 
dient to this exhortation of VIRTUE ! That they diſcerned 
it's importance! That they were convinced their preſent 
and future happineſs, depended on their -* cleaving to the 
LoxD, with full purpoſe of heart!“ 

That they alſo, reflected on the /erzous truths, that God 
will zotbe mocked ;''* that RELIGION pertains to the HE ART, 
which it is deſigned to reform, together with the whole life, 
and that INSTABILITY in the faith, as well as actions of 
vice, would be d:/graceful to themſelves, and rcproachful to 
chriſtianity |! 

How worthy of imitation is their EXAMPLE! As we 
have the ame incentives to holineſs, as had theſe converts 
at Antioch, let us indulge the hope, that we ſhall duly honor 
our chriſtian profeſſion |! ; . | 

What, indeed, ſhall tempt us to a dzferent conduct? ſhall 
the infamy of vice ; the pangs of gale ; the dread of future 
miſery ; the diſpleaſure of our God ? Or ſhall worldly riches; 
ſhadowy honors ; momentary, unſatisfactory, ſinful enjoy- 
ments ? Heaven forbid ! 

GoD, angels and men, will look for VIRTUE, for religi. 
ous deportment, in thoſe eſpecially who have now been con- 
ſecrated to him ! | | 

And we humbly hope, that © pure and undefiled religion” 
ill be theirs ! That it will ſane forth in their lives and 


' converſations ; to their own honor; the honor of chriſti- 


anity, 


* Gal. vi. 7. 


4 8 F 


anity, in general, andof our community, in particular ; and, 
ſuffer us to add, to the peculiar honor of the apoſtolick inſti- 


 tution of CONFIRMATION |. | 


We ſhall conclude with devoutly addreſſing the Almigh- 
ty, in their behalf, in a collect that is appointed by our 
church to be uſed when this rite is adminiſtered. 

«* Almighty and everlaſting God, who makeſt us both to 
will and to do thoſe things that be good and acceptable un- 
to thy divine majeſty ; we make our ſupplications unto thee 
for theſe thy ſervants, upon whom (after the example of th 


holy apoſtles) hands have been laid, to certify them (by this 


ſign) of thy favor and gracious goodneſs towards them. Let 
thy fatherlyhand, we beſeech thee, ever be over them! Let thy 
HOLY. SPIRIT ever be with them] And ſo lead them in the 
knowledge and obedience of thy word, that, in the end, they 
may obtain everlaſting life, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth 
ever one God, world without end! Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON V. 


LUKE xxii. 19. 


This do, in remembrance of me. 


paſſion to the weakneſs of our nature; they are but 

few in number, bapti/m, and the Lord's ſupper ; and, when 
duly regarded, are attended with very eſſential advantages. 

At preſent permit us to pay a little attention to the laſt- 
mentioned of theſe ordinances now before us, which was 
inſtituted by our Saviour, but a ſhort time before his Nn 

In diſcourſing on this ſacrament, we will, 

FIRST, Explain it's nature. 

SECONDLY, Shew the obligations we are under to ob- 
ſerve this inſtitution. 

THIRDLY, Regard the qualifications requiſite to our due 
reception of it. 

FOURTHLY, Notice ſome of the advantages which will 
attend a proper diſcharge of this ſervice. 

LasTLY, We will pay attention to ſome of thoſe parti- 
culars which prevent many from receiving this ordinance. 


FIRST, we are to explain the nature of the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper. 

Though ſomeauthors have greatly perplexed and 258 
ed this ſubject, we apprehend it is, in itſelf, extremely ſimple: 
and . it may be fully, and clearly explained + a few 
Words. 


Properly 


2 S 


HE ſacraments of chriſtianity were ordained in com- 
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Properly to underſtand this chriſtian rite, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that it was Ztyprfied under the Jewiſh eco- 
nomy. = Ee, 5 1 
The pafchal ſupper was inſtituted to maintain in the minds 
of the Jews, a ſenſe of the goodneſs of Godin preſerving them 


from death, when the deſtroying angel flew the Firſt-born, in 


every dwelling of the Egyptians. —That the Jewiſh paſſover 
was ordained to ect this purpoſe, is very evident from the 
words of it's inſtitution, which are contained in the twelfth 
chapter of the book of Exodus. . | | 

„Then Moſes called for all the elders of Iſrael, and ſaid 
unto them; draw out and take unto. you a lamb, according 
to your families, and kill the paſſover. And ye ſhall take a 
bunch of hyſop, and dip it into the blood that is in thebaſon, 
and ſtrike. the lintel, and the two fide-poſts, with the blood 
that 1s in the baſon; and none of you ſhall go out at the 
door of his houſe until the morning. For the Lord will paſs 
through to ſmite the Egyptians, and when he ſeeth the blood 
upon the lintel, and on the two ſide-poſts, the Lord will 


paſs over the door, and will not ſuffer the deſtroyer to come 


unto your hbuſes to ſmite you. And ye ſhall obſerve this 


thing for an ordinance to thee, and to thy ſons, for ever. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be come to the land 
which the Lord will give you, according as he hath promiſ- 
ed, that ye ſhall keep this ſervice. And it ſhall;come to 
paſs, when your children ſhall ſay unto you; what mean you 
by this ſervice? That ye ſhall ſay, it is the ſacrifice of the 
Lord's paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes of the children 
of Iſrael in Egypt, when he /mote the Egyptians and celiver- 
ed our houſes.” | „ 
That this event was typical of a much greater deliverance 
that mankind ſhould receive, even a deliverance from eternal : 
death, by virtue of the ſacrifice of Chriſt ; and that the paſ- 
chal lamb was a figure of our Saviour, is manifeſt from di- 
vers paſſages of ſacred writ. | ; | 
Was the paſchal lamb ordered to be ſlain on the fourteenth 
aay, of the firſt month, at even ?—On the /ame day, at even, 
of that month, did our Saviour offer himſelf a propitiatory 


ſacriſice for our ſins; and, in alluſion to the paſchal lamb, he 


was 


»w #&® WY fa . 


— . TR. 


JJC te et 


was tiled, by John the baptiſt ; © The Lamb of Cod, that talk 


eth away the fins of the world.“ 

Was there no deliverance from death, for any Iſraelite, 
who, on the night of the paſſover, ſhould not continue in his 
dwelling, the lintel and two {ide-poſts of which, were ſprink- 
led with the blood of the paſchal lamb? Neither are we de- 
livered from everlaſting death, unleſs we are under covert of 
the blood of Chriſt ; by it, “ have our hearts ſprinkled from 
anevil conſcience ;” for it is this blood only, we are aſſured, 
« that cleanſeth us from ſin.“ | | 

Was the paſchal lamb ſlain before the Moſaick law and 
ſacrifices were enjoined on the people of Iſrael? This was 
expreſſive of the truth, that mankind could not be redeemed 
by an obſervance of the law and the Moſaick rites, but by 
virtue only of the rue paſſover, © the lamb of God, ſlain, 
in the divine purpoſe,) from the foundation of the world.“ 

It 1s worthy of obſervation, that our Saviour conſtantly 
celebrated the Jewiſh paſſover at Jeruſalem, (and when only 
twelve years old, we are informed, he repaired to that city 
for this purpoſey until he aboliſhed this rite, by inſtituting 
another ordinance in it's place. | „ 
juſt before his death, he ſaid to his apoſtles; With de- 
ſire J have deſired to eat this paſſover with you, before J ſuf- 
fer. For J ſay unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, 


until 11 be fulfilled in the kingdom of Gop ;”—or, as we 


conceive, the ſenſe is: * I will no more partake of this or- 
dinance ; that which 1T typified, will ſoon be accompliſhed 


in the : ſpiritual kingdom I have eſtabliſhed; and, after my 


reſurrection, I will, n ſpirit, be preſent with ſuch worthy 


members of my church, as ſhall aſſemble to commemorate 


my paſſion, and rejoice, with them, in the happy fruits and 
effe&ts of my ſufferings." _ N 
That Saint Paul apprehended the paſchal lamz-was an 


emblem of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, is very evident from the en- 


ſuing exhortation to the church at Corinth. © CHRIST 
our paſſover is ſacrificed for us; therefore, let us keep the 
ED feat; 


N Heb. X. 22, + 1 John 1. 7. 


Rev. xiii, 8. $ Luke ii. 42, 
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paſſover, or of the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, is, to pre. 


thus break bread, and partake of it, that you may not be un- 


and in earth.”* And can any command be more explicit, 


: (66 


: | | - th 
feat; not with old leaven; neither with the Teaven of ma. in 


lice and wickedneſs; but with the unleavened bread of ſince. 
rity and truth.” = * | 

As the prencepal intention of the Jewiſh paſſover, was, 23 
hath been noticed, to occaſion the Iſraelites, ever to be grate. 
ful to God for that ſignal inſtance of his goodneſs, in pre. 
ſerving them from death, when the firſt born of the Egyp. 


tians were ſlain; —ſo the primary intention of the chriſtian 


ſerve in our minds a /zwely ſenſe of gratitude forthe ſuffering 
of our Saviour, to deliver us from death eternal. 

„This do, in remembrance of me.” 

As if our Lord ſhould have ſaid, this bread, by me brok. 
en, and given to you, repreſents my body, which I ſhall noy 
give to be broken on the Croſs for your redemption ; often 


mindful of my ſufferings ; but always retain ſentiments of gra. 
titude for that teſtimony I ſhall give you of my affection; 
the purchaſe of your ſalvation, at the expence of my cath 
and paſſion.” = ; 

Such, we preſume, 1s the nature of this ſacrament. We 
proceed, | 


SECONDLY, to conſider the obligations we are under to 
regard it. 


oy 


1 


As the Jewiſh paſſover was a type of this ordinance; the 
former, the ſhadow, of which the latter, is the ſubſtance, we 
may rationally conclude, from this con/ederation, that this ſo- 
crament is moſt forcibly enjoined on us by divine authority; 
as the people of Iſrael were poſitively commanded to obſerve 
the pallover; and, indeed, upon their non-obſervance of it, 
without a uit reaſon, they were to be put to death. © The 
man,” it is written, © that is clean; and is not in a journey, 
and forbeareth to keep the paſſover, even the ſame ſoul ſhall 
be cut off from his people.” ; 

I be authority of our LORD to inſtitule ſacraments is un- 
guęſlionable; for “ all power was given to him in Heaven 


than 


* Matt. xxviii. 18. 


(<7 1) 


than that which enjoins on us this ſacrament | ? © THIS Do, 
fma in remembrance of me.” 
ſince. This ſervice, it may be remarked, is farther enjoined on 
us, not only by dhe example of the primitiue church, but allo, 
by the words of Saint Paul. 


as, ; | 
— « For I have received of the Lord,” ſaid he, to the Corin- 
pre. thians, ** Hat which I ailo delivered unto you ; that the Lord 
E gyp. Jeſus, the ſame night in which he was betrayed, took bread; 


iſtian and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid ; Take 
o pre- i eat; this 1s my Body which 1s broken for you ; this do in 
rings remembrance of we. Atter the ſame manner he took the 

cup, when ke had ſupped, ſaying ; This cup is the New- 

Teſtament in my blood; zhezs do, as often as ye drink it, in 
brok. MW remenibrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread, 
| now MW and drink this cup. ye do ſhew the Lord s death until he 
often comes. “ 


he un. To prevent our unworthy reception of this ſacrament, 
f ora. N ve are entreated previouſly to examme whether we have 
n ;— bat preparation which it requires. © But let a man examme 
death Ke, and /o let lum eat of that bread, and drink of that 
2,28 
cup. T 


We! Theſe, and other expreſſions of Saint Paul, clearly enforce 
on us this duty. And as it is allo enjoined on us by the da 
of gratitude, it may moſt juſtly be affirmed, that there is not 

der to Many precept of ſacred writ more explicitly, nor more forably, 
enjoined on us, than is the 2x undon, in the text, that requires 
us to be partakers of this holy ſacrament. 

e; the ſl As chis fact cannot, conſiſtent with our religious princi- 

ce, ue ples, be e by any of us, we ihall now, 


his ſa- 


brity; THIADLY, attend to the gual! Hfcetions requiſite t to our 
ſerve due 0ſervance of this ordinance. 
ol it, 


« The We perceive, from what bath been ſaid, that the frinct- 

irney, M/s! intention of this ſacrament, is to preſerve in our minds a 

11 Chall %% of gratitude for the love of CHRIST in effecting our 
alvation, by virtue of his death. 

is un- But is it poſſible our hearts can be duly imprę Led with a 

eaven ſenſe 

plicil, 3 : 5 - 

an. 1 Cor, Xi. 23 to 26, + Ibid, xer. 28. 
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ſenſe of thankfulneſs to Chriſt, while we are in a fate of in. 
enttence; not entitled to the bleſſings of the goſpel, andre, 
gardleſs at it's ſacred precepts ! ? 

Impoſſible is it for the perſon who is a ſtranger to repen. 
tance ;- deſtitute of faith in Chriſt, and inattentive to the di. 
vine commands, to bean hein of ſalvation; to be 27 thank. 

Jul for the mercies of Chriſt; or to render him an acceptable 
ſervice. 

But when we are chriftians indeed, though our grace 
may be defective; our religious attainments imperfett, we 
are quaitfied to approach this ordinance ; we have that pre. 
paration, which, in the judgment of our church, is requiſite 
to our being worthy partahers of this ſacrament; for then 
we © truly repent of our former fins; ſteadfaſtly purpoſe to 
Jead a new life; have a lively faith in God's mercy, through 
Chriſt ; a thankful remembrance of his death, and are in 
charity with all men.” 

A moment's reflection would be ſufficient to convince us 
that it would be v.noſt abſurd and criminal, for a profeſſed 
1NFIDEL to receive this ſacrament. But the perſon who 
prefe, {Jes to believe in the chriſtian faith, but denzes zen prac- 
face, 18, perhaps, more guilty than ſack a character; and ag 
ſinful, at leaſt, would it be, for en impious chriſtian LO pat. 
take of this boly ordinance, as for one who does not pro- 
tels to believe in divine revelation. | 

The perſon, therefore, of impenitence; of practical in. 
Hidelity ; of impurity of heart and life; deſtitute of righte- 
oulneſs, muſt be unprepared io celebrate the paſſion ol our 


Loid. 


Ve baſten to the fourth propoſition, which was to notice 
ſome <6 the advantages which attend the worthy recelion of 
this ſacrament. 


It may be ſaid that it is bal to us, in ſeveral re- 
foe 3 
It will occaſion our obſervance of the divine precepts to 
be More perfect, and acceptable to the Almighty. 
; No obedience can be pleaſing to God, that proceeds not 
11022 LOVE. The obedience of SERVILITY and FEAR, 
cannot 
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cannot be acceptable to the Deity ; who requires the free. 


vill offering of the heart.“ And impoſlible is it, that we 


ſhould love God, unleſs we ſhall be convinced of the excel- 
lence of his nature ; or be ſenſible of his love to us. As, 
in this ſacrament, we commemorate the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
we have the highelt teſtimony of the Almighty's aſſection 
for us, in giving the fon of his love to be a propitiatory ſa- 
crifice for our ſins ; our hearts, therefore, we may reaſona- 
bly hope, will be impreſſed with a ſenſe of love to the God 
of beneficence. And thus, while we are rendcring to God 
a moſt rational tribute of gratitude, we are excited andenabled, 
with greater perfection, and more accepiably, to honor his 
laws. 


Wben we duly commemorate the paiſion of our Lord, 
and have a lively ſenſe of the 2gnomny of his death; of his 
excruciating pangs, both of body and ſoul, which he endur- 
ed to atone for our guilt, can we be inſenſible of the demerits 


of /n; of the puniſhment due to the violation of the divine 


law? And, conſequently, muſt not our hatred againſt fin 
be increaſed ; our reſolutions of virtue be ſtrengthened ? 


When, in this ordinance, we receive the ſymbols of out 
Saviour's paſſion, while our faith thereby {hall be increaſed, 
will not our /earts be expanded with CHARITY to all men, 
Even to our eNemees. | 

Is it poſſible to have proper conceptions of the love of 
Chriſt, manifeſted in his death, to all mea; to the moſt 
guilty and unworthy ; to his greateſt enemies, even his mur- 
therers, and not feel compaſſion for our greateſt foes ; not 
be deſirous of advancing the felicity of all mankind ? 


Among other benefits, we might enumerate, which will 
be derived to us, by our worthy reception of this ſacrament, 
we ſhall only mention, that thereby we ſhall obtain ab/olut:- 
on for our ins; and alſo, have our hearts repleniſhed with 

race; or, in the language of our communion office, we 
{hall © ſpiritually eat the fleſh of Chrift, and drink wy _ | 

| we 


* Prov, XXIii. 26, 
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awell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us; be one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us ;” and alſo, have our ection tor each other, | 
as members of a religious community, greatly augmented 
and eſtabliſhed. 

The primitive ch:iſtians were juſtly diſtinguiſhed, for 
their love and benevolence * to ail men; but eſpecially to 
thoſe of the houſehold of faith.”* And it cannot reaſonably 
be doubted, but their ardent affetiion for each other; their 
wity, and diſting uiſled piety, were, in a great degree, owin 
to that attention winch they * 0 this lacred inſtitution + 


But 


* Gal. vi. 10. | 

+ The primitive chrifiians uſed to Fart ke of this hol 
facrament daily, or as often as they atſembled for public 
worlhip, and this practice continued a . leine in | 
the church. 

We receive,“ ſays Saint Cyprian, hs Luchariſt every. 
day, as the food that nourtthes us to falvation.” 

Saint Ambroſe mentions that es cuſtom prevailed 1 in the 
Dioceis of Milan. | 

Saint Ferome informs us, that thts practice obtained alſo 
in the church of Rome. - 

And Saint Aide Zuſeis nitmates, that it was not 2NCOMMOR 
in his time. 
In the churches of the /, this cuſtom began firſt to de- 
cline. Saint Bol tells us, that, in his days, they communi— 
cated four times @ week ; on the Lord's day, Wedneſday, Fri- 
day and Saturday, and alſo upon other days, if the memory 

or feſtival of any martyr tel! upon them. 

Atterwards, as the power of religion began more ſenſibly 
to decay, this ſacrament was received by the church once or | 
twice only a week ; in ſome time thereafter, but once a month, 
and, in proceſs of time, in moſt churches, but three times in 
a year, viz. at Chriſtmas, Eaſter and Witſuntide. See 
Cave's Primitive Chriltianit y, Chap. XI. Page 339, 340. 

Originally, ALL the members of the church communtcat- 
ed; but as chriſtians increaſed in number, a more exact dz» 


g crpline, 


339 


4.59 3} 


But however numerous and great are the advantages which 


we receive, when in a proper manner, we are partakers of 


this holy ordinance, it is painful to reflect, that, by great 


numbers of the profeſſors of chriſtianity, it is d:/regarded. 


And 


cipline, in this reſpect, became neceſſary. None were ad- 
mitted to this ordinance until they had arrived to the degree 
of the faithful ; for catechumens, and ſuch as for ſome ctime, 


were under the cenſure and ſuſpenſion of the church, and 


had not paſſed through the ſeveral ſtages of penztents, were 
not allowed to communicate, but commanded to depart from 
the church when this ſacrament was adminiſtered. Ibid: P. 


All thoſe, however, who were baptized, and againſt whoſe 
conduct no exception was made, were not only permitted, 
but, by the rules of the church, obliged to communicate, un- 
der pain of eccleſiaſtical cenſure. | : 
The moſt ancient canons are very expreſs to this purpoſe. 
Among thoſe ſtiled the apo/tolical canons, there is one in 
the following words. All ſuch of the faithful as come to 
church, and hear the ſcriptures read, but //ay not to the 


prayers, nor partaſte of the holy communion, ought to be /u/- 
pended as authors of diſorder in the church.” 


Which canon the council of Antioch repeats with a little 
enlargement. All ſuch as come into the church of God, and 
hear the holy ſcriptures read, but do not communicate with 
the people in prayer, and refuse to partake of the Euchariſt, 
which is a d/orderly pratitce, ought to be caſt out of the 
church, till they confeſs their fault, and bring forth fruit of 


repentance ; when they do ſo, if they aſk pardon, they may 


obtain it.“ See Bingham's Antiquities of the chriſtian 
church, Vol. I. Book XV. Chap. IV. Fol. 769. 

In the firſt ages of chriſtianity, not only catechumens and 
thoſe under penance, but all the other members of the church, 
except communicants, were required to w#tdraw when this 
holy ſacrament was diſpenſed. 

But in the days of Saijnt CH tom, there were ſome who 

| requeſted 


( yu 
And as were ure many who ſeem diſpoſed to ob/erve this 
duty ; but ſuffer themſelves, to be diverted from it, through 


various impediments, we ſhall, therefore, as we propoſed, 
| LasSTLY, 
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161 requeſted the privilege to be pre/ent during the performance 

11 of the whole office of the communion, without being ob{zged 

Tt to communicate. They were not willing to be accounted 
I penttents, and to be ſhut out of the church with them; nor 
4.1.11 yet, would they be communtcants. Againſt /uch perſons, this 
1 eloquent father inveighs with a conſiderable degree of ani- 
; 4 ; mation. : 
144 Are you unworthy,” ſaid he to them, of the ſacrifice, | 
4 and unfit to partake of it f Neither then are you worthy of | 

1 the prayers.” : 
1 Do you not hear the church's herald proclaiming, * All 1 
1478 ye who are penztents withdraw !' All thoſe who do not cum- ] 
13-100 municate, are penitents. If thou art of the number of peni- , 
|. 11 _ tents, thou mayeſt not partake. For he who is not a par- ( 
1 8 taker, is a penitent. | £ 
„ Why does he fay ; * All ye who cannot pray, nr F” 
43 Fa And why do you impudently ſtay ? 
„ I am not one of thoſe, will you ſay, but of ſuch as may 
LH i partake. Conſider, I pray you, and ſeriouſly weigh the 
14 matter. The royal table is prepared; angels give their at- 
38 it tendance ; the Lord himſelf is provent and do you {tand n 
14 i yawning as an idle ſpectator only? | Ft 
45. Your garments are defiled, and are you under no concern ? 2 
414F But will you ſay, they are clean. Then ſit down and par- 
. take h 
þ- | i The king comes daily to ſee the gueſts, and diſcourſes 60 
1 with them all. And now he fays in your conſciences; V 
| 1 it f friends, how came you to ſtand here, not having on a wed- 
. ding garment? He ſaid not, why art thou ſet down ? But pl 
„ before he was ſet down, he pronounced him unworthy. For al 
5 he ſaid not, Why art thou /et down But, Ny cameſt thou * 
1:3 185 in hither ? The ſame now he ſays to every one who ſtandeth pe 
„ here with an impudent boldneſs. For every one who doth ur 
pi | not partake, is ſhameleſs and impudent. Thoſe 4] 
1 
i 
. 
f 0 


22 


* 
LASTLY, Notice ſome of thoſe obflactes which ovenliins 
en to oma this - 


Some there are, who 4 to communicate, by 3 
there is an interruplion of that affetizon and harmony 
which ſubſiſted between them, and their neighbour; and, in 
juſtification of their conduti, they adduce the following re- 
quiſition of our Saviour. 

If thou bringeſt thy gift to the altar and there remem- 
bereſt that thy brother hath ought againſt thee, leave there 
thy gift before the altar and go thy way; firſt be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.“ 

Theſe words ſuppoſe, that the perſon here alluded to, whe 
« brings his gift to the altar,” zs the aggreſſor ; HE * there 
remembereth, that his brother hath ought againſt HIM.“ 
When this is the caſe, that the offending party may offer an 
acceptable ſervice to God, it is neceſſary he ſhould make all 
reaſonable ſatisfaction, in his power, for the injury done to 
his neighbour. This is ALL that is required in this caſe. 
And though the party offended ſhould refu/e to be reconciled 
to bim, he may, notwithſtanding, come and offer his 


Api 
8 K ö But 


Thoſe — are in fin are 1 hs firſt caſt out. As 
none of thoſe who are not initiated into the church by bap- 
tiſm, ſhould be preſent; ſo neither ſhould any who are initi- 
ated, if they are defiled. 

Tell me, if any one who is invited to a feaſt, alli his 
hands, and ſits down, and is prepared for the table, and yer. 
eats not, does he not affront the perſon who invited him? 
Were it not better that ſuch an one ſhould not be preſent ? 

In like manner, thou art preſent ; thou haſt ſung the hymn, 
and made profeſſion with the reſt, that thou art of thoſe who 
are worthy, inaſmuch as thou didſt not depart with the un- 
worthy. How is it that thou remaineſt, and yet doſt not, 
partake at the table ? Art thou unworthy. ? Thou art then 
unworthy alſo of the communion of prayers, 0 Chryſ. Homy 
III. in Epheſ. Page 1051. : = 


K 


But if thoſe who make this objection, are not the aggrefe 
fors ; ; but have been injured, they have only to forgive the 
injury, and then, agreeable to the dictates of reaſon and te. 
ligion, 10 are at liberty to attend on this ordinance. 


There are A who abſent themſelves from the Lord's 
fable, becaufe they apprehend it is approached by ſome per. 
ſons of immoral character. 

It may, indeed, ſome times, be thus. Fhere may be thoſe, 
who, as Saint Auguſtin obſerves, © preſs the ſacred element 
with their teeth, when they do not embrace Chriſt with 
their hearts.” 

We ſhould not, however, be haſty to cenſure our chril. 

tian brother; but rather be inclined, with an holy ſeverity, 
to judge ourſelves. 

It muſt, notwithſtanding, be the duty of the governors 
of every church, upon proper infor malion, to examine into 


* 
* 
: ' 
: 
: 8 
. 1 
1 
9 i «+ 
1 
1 
28 7 
1 171 ; 
. 
FT 
* W 
1 
T9: 3 
7 4 
Fu 
an 
1 
8 
1 91 
* 8 
* 
1 
f "3. 
BH. 
- + 
5 9 
4 
. "4 7 
1 
7 ; 
55 1 
7 a 
4 | 
*C- * 
1 
by 
v 6 
- 
9 
1 
A x 
* 
! 3 : 
7 1 45 
* y 


” — n — 2 — — 4 — — 
— 7 7 3 4 — — _ b ” — LN a l l _ 
a . » * . <3 5 2 * 1 Ss 42-2 8 
k : 9 I 4 . F © x Ih 
So _— - — Eh — : — — > — — — — — 
n 3 b D _— — - - - wg — 
— — E 928 — o f > 2 A — SOT... = 7 * . 2 A <— $i 4. - * — 2 - - : - 
N : ö A — 9 : - as ie TS IRE EE F . : 4 de” Sa . — 9 2+ va _- > * D — Re 5 * 2 * = 
. - . 1 n — — © — — = 0 — — ne —E — - - con — - . * 
— Fa r ©, . . I — — — Re ITE. BRINE —— — — — — . 
- - 8 — — — — = — — ES 1 — 3 — — — EE * 1 b 4 8 _ - 
. — — — = > K 5 £ —— a — — — De 
EE _ ” . rr r net — ——— om 3 r D Fr; Foz, n * 1 . "<2: * * 2 — 
. . „ 1 | ZW — Q EPS 3 - r e „25 5 « ws £7 A — 
: —— 2 — — — — — —— r „ „ ; - + ** - n 
- x — n 1 . 2 5 — — — — net — GGG — „„ — — 
” 
A þ 
. , — 9 


* rr eren 
o > 4 


ant 
r 


the charge of immoral conduct againſt communicants ; and, 
| if convinced of their impiety, to ſuſpend them the privilege | 
of the communion, until they ſhall offer ſuſfieient en 
ef their reformation. | 
| Imperfect, indeed, muſt be the diſcipline of that church, | 
which knowngly admits unworthy characters to partake of 5 
-” this holy ſacrament ! 7 
, But it is moſt true, that ſuch perſons,. pollute the ordi- 
; nance only to themſelves; for, in the language of an apoſtle, 
| * to the pure, all thing are pure. We cannot ſuppoſe, that IW | 
| our Lord would have ſuffered Judas to have received this Ii 
facrament, had his preſence polluted-it to any but himſelf. i 
4 0 
„ There are others, who, through FEAR, are prevented i 
13 17M from commemorating the death of Chriſt. They imagine 
* i they are unworthy to approach the Lord's table; and that 
1 ſhould they © eat and drink un worthily, they would eat and Ie 
4 i i drink damnation to themſelves.” C 
14.688 Such, are perſons of vice, or virtue. If they are devoid if o 
; "Tit of that religion the you requires, © wherefore do they not In 
i Elli! | repent, and amend ? Why will they render that as an we i 
140 * Titus i. 15. 
190 
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* not performing this duty, which reflects ſo —_ di grace 


on themſelves; and, from which through divine aid, "they 
can obtain deliverance ? 

Or why will they incline to continue in that ſtate, which 
occaſions them to be unprepared for death ; unfit indeed to 
offer the Almighty any act of devotion, either of prayer, or 
praiſe ? For © the ſacrifice of the wicked i is an abomination 
to the Lord.” . 

If thoſe who apprehend they are unworthy to commune, 
are poſſeſſed of penitence for ſin; faith in Chriſt ; hearts 
of ſincerity, and purity, and unſeigned deſires and reſolmions, 
to obey the divine commands, to the utmoſt of their ability, 
they will be acceptable gueſts at this holy banquet ; for we 
are aſſured, that * God accepteth according to what a man 
hath ; and not according to that which he hath net. Ex 

Such perſons, therefore, ſhould not be intimidated from 
diſcharging their duty, in this inſtance. Practice, in all pro- 
bability, will render them more perfect in the performance 
of it ; and, if in virtue, they have not arrived to the greateſt 
degree of perfection. the conſideration, that the obſervance 
of his duty will haye a tendency to promote their growth 
in GRACE, and e/tab/:/h them in GOODNESS, ſhould be a 


forable incentive to engage them in the praflice of this rea- 


ſonable and advantageous ſervice. 


| Thoſe who receive this ſacrament, while in a ſtate of im- 
penitence.; or to accompliſh ſiniſter views; or through the 
prevalence of cuſtom ; or with diflimulation, or irreverance, 
unqueſtionably, receive it in an unworthy manner, and with- 
out any benefit to themſelves. And though the /n of ſuch 
is great, it is NOT wnpardonable. 

Some members of the church of Corinth, even while in 
a ſate of intoxication, partook of this ordinance. This oc- 
calioned them . not to :/cern the Lord's body.” And ſuch 
conduct, this groſs profanation of this inſtitution, was ſo 
offenſive to God, that he inflifted on them temporal judg- 
ments, that they might not again be chargeable with ſuch 
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The /ame word is uſed by Saint Peter, 1 Ep. iv. 17. 


—— 
—— * 


CFE: 2 
4 He that eateth and drinketh unworthily,” ſaid St, Paul, 


* eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf ;” or provokes 
God to inflict ſome judgment upon him, that he may be re. 
claimed from this ſin; for the word rendered damnation, i in 
the original, ſignifies judgment. F: 

% For this cauſe,” added our apoſtle, many are weakly 
and fickly among you, and many {leep,” or are dead. * If 
we would judge ourſelves we ſhould not be judged. But 
when we are judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord that we - 


ſhould not be condemned with the world.” 


We ſhall mention but one particular more, which, we 
fear, prevents ſome from attending on this holy ordinance 
though there are not any, perhaps, ſo candid as to acknow. 
ledge it; and this is an apprehenſion, that if they ſhall par- 
take of this ſacrament, they will be ob/zged to be more cir- 
cumſpect and holy in their deportment ; and that the ſame evil 
action would be more criminal in them, ſhould they become 
communicants, than it is while they do not receive this ſacra- 
ment. 

Such conduct muſt evince great depravity of heart, as 
well as 2gnorance of the nature of chriſtianity. 

What new obligation of virtue is enjoined upon us when 
we receive this ſacrament ? 

When we ſubmit to the ordinance of baptiſm, are we not 
obligated to + Pio each duty of our religion, to the utmoſt 
of our ability ? 

We hope however, for the honor of chriſtianity, there 


are but few, who, from this miſtaken zdea, decline the re- 
ception of this ſacrament. 


To conclude. Let ſuch as are communicants, approach this 
holy ordinance with reverence ; with hearts of bumility; 
faith, ſincerity, charity, party and gratitude * 4 

: £ | That 
23 — © 

+ The word, 1n this paſſage of ſacred writ, that 1s tranſ- 

lated en is V%ma, which imports temporal judgment. 


% The 
time is come that uag ment muſt begin at the houſe of God.“ 
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That they may be duly thankful for the love of Chiiſt, 


which they will recogniſe, let them reflect on the dignity of 


his character; upon the length and breadth, depth and 
height” of his ſufferings ; and upon the happy efedts of his 


paſſion ; that it will not only deliver them from everlaſting 


and inexpreſhble infamy and woe, but exalt them to never 


ending and inconceivable honor, glory and happineſs! 

And let ſuch humbly aſſure themſelves, that the divine 
Saviour will graciouſly condeſcend to meetthem at his table; 
to indulge them with his ſmiles; to repleniſh their hearts 
with grace; to favour them with his bleſling ! 


Let the ſincere chriſtian, who, through groundle/s ſcruples 
and fears, hath been prevented from receiving this /acrament, 
riſe ſuperior to all oppoſition in the performance of this 
duty |! | 

F rom an ardent deſire to render obedience to the will of 
Heaven ; from an humble reliance on the divine goodneſs 
to pity his infirmities, and from a deſire to make advance- 
ment in the chriſtian life, let him reſolve, in as perfect a 
manner as poſlible, to commemorate the love of the merciful 
Saviour! 


Let thoſe who have been inattentive to this ſacred inſti- 
tulion, who have not perhaps, beſtowed on it one ſerious 
thought, be intreated, without delay, to take it into their fe. 
rious conſideration !- | | | 

That this ſacrament might be enforced on us in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, our Saviour, as it ſhould ſeem, enjoined it 
upon us in his /af? moments, almoſt with his lateſt breath! 
It is equally obligatory on all! the members of his church; 
and we have not the leaſt intimation, that any apology will 
be admitted for a diſregard of this ordinance |! 

And let ſuch perſons be prevailed on to enter into the 
ſhirit of chriſtianity ; to pay attention to each part of their 
duty, that they may enjoy the pleaſures ariſing from a good 
conſcience ; participate of the ſublime enjoyments of religion 
here, and of it's inexpreſſible rewards hereafter ! 

That /uch may be their wi/dom and happineſs, will God 
Almighty of his infinite mercy, be gracioully pleaſed to 8 : 
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